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Unper the smiles of a kind Providence, we have the pleasure of pre- 
senting to our indulgent readers and the public, the First Number of the 
Sixth Volume of the Washington Theological Repertory and Churchman’s 
Guide. | 

The encouragement and support with which we have been favoured for 
the period of five years, together with the hope that our labours have not 
been in vain in the Lord, prompt us to renewed exertions in the Redeem- 
er’s cause. The prospect too of more widely extending the circulation of 
our work, and of labouring with more usefulaess in our master’s vineyard, 
by the devotion of a portion of our time to the management of our maga- 
zine; strongly impel us to go on, looking for the divine blessing to make it 
useful to the saving of many souls. 

The evangelical doctrines of the gospel, having been heretofore fully 
stated and explained, the enforcement of which was the main design, and 
will continue to be the great object of this publication;—we shall continue 
to urge upon our readers, the infinite importance of experimental religion 
in the great concerns of eternity. 

The dissemination of correct views of religion with the exhibition of 
the proper fruits of true piety in the lives of the professors of the gospel, 
we take for granted will always secure to us friends and patrons, proportion- 
ably to the influence of the Holy Spirit upon the hearts of men. . 

In entering upon the labours of another year, we would observe, that 
the duties inseparably connected with conducting a public Journal are 
very arduous, especially so where other, and equally, if not more impor- 
tant engagements demand a large portion of our time. The reward for 
all our toil is nothing elsé than the hope of promoting the present and 
eternal happiness of our fellow-men. Believing, however, that the inde- 
pendent course we have pursued, and the doctrines we have inculcated, 
have met with the approbation of that God whom we serve; we feel 
strengthened to the faithful discharge of the high task now before us. 

We frankly confess that the character of our work, both as respects 
matter and manner, has not yet reached the standard to which we would 
elevate it. But we confidently trust that our readers have had many use 
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2 THOUGHTS ON THE SABBATH. AUGUST, 
ful and profitable lessons of instruction presented for their improvement, 
and much interesting intelligence for their perusal. 

It will be our main obyect in the further prosecution of the work, to 
insert on our pages the most instructive lessons in theology; the most 
useful and well written essays on practical religion; the most able and 
judicious reviews of new publications that may be in our power to com- 
mand; together with the most important and entertaining religious mtelli- 
gence, both foreign and domestic, that can be gathered from the numerous 
papers and periodical journals, abroad and at home. For the purpose of 
enriching our pages with a greater variety of matter,—thereby, rendering 
the work more interesting and profitable to our friends and patrons; a 
Layman of distinguished talents who has already occasionally amused and 
instructed our readers, will be hereafter associated with the Editors, and 
has engaged to devote a considerable portion of his time for the purpose 
of rendering the work more acceptable to the public. 

Unprofitable controversy will be studiously avoided: and only when cir- 
cumstances imperiously require, will we enter upon the defence of those 
rights and privileges which appertain to the several orders of the ministry 
and of the different diocesses; or when called to contend for the faith once 
delivered to the saints, against either the attacks of infidelity, or the cor- 
ruptions of popery, will we consent to open our pages for this purpose. 

For the more effectual accomplishment of these great and important 
objects,—-the prosperity of the church and the salvation of sinners,—it is 
proposed to enlarge each Number to 48 pages, making a Volume at the 
end of the year, of nearly 600 pages. It will be printed on good type 
and improved quality of paper, of which the present Number, is a sample. 
Its execution will be carefully attended to, and in every way the publisher 
hopes that it will be placed on an equal footing with the best publications 
in the country. 

Under these circumstances, it will be necessary in order to meet all the 
expenses of publication, and to insure something for the benefit of the 
Education Society, to add to the price of the present subscription fifty 
cents. In this arrangement the publisher throws himself upon the indul- 
gence of his subscribers, and hopes that the great improvement of the 
work, both in size and execution, will induce a cheerful acquiescence in 
these alterations, which are almost altogether in their favour. 
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Wishing to give to our readers some ob- From the Christian Observer. 

' servations upon the character of the THOUGHTS ON THE SABBATH. 
institution of the Sabbath, and of the When we take up the Bible with 
obligations to its faithful observance; || the view of ascertaining its true 
we have found in the following piece |} meaning, and the extent of our du- 
some appropriate remarks prepared || tY; we ought to consider that God 
to our hands: and from the high re- speaks to us as intelligent creatures, 
putation of the work from which it is who are bound to make the best 
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as to the manner in which he shall 
make known his will to us: in what- 
ever way this is done, we are called 
to implicit obedience. 

Express command is not the on- 
ly method by which our great Cre- 
ator and Governor has pointed out 
our duty; he has also revealed his 
will by symbols, by prophetic and 
somewhat obscure declarations, by 
significant actions of men divinely 
inspired, and by parables; and in 
these the obscurity we sometimes 
meet with may be designed to excite 
us to diligent inquiries after the will 
of God, and to be a test of our hu- 
mility and sincerity. 

Under the impression of these 
considerations, let us inquire whe- 
ther it be not the will of God that 
mankind, in all ages, should dedi-| 
cate one day in seven to the more 
immediate worship of the Almighty, 
and other religious exercises; sub- 
= to certain limitations which the 

ible has pointed out, and which 
our present condition in this world 
has rendered necessary. 

If, in our researches, we should 
meet with some passages of Scrip- 
ture, which at first sight appear con- 
tradietory; let us apply the following 
rules of interpretation: 

1. Let us endeavour to find out 
some sense in which the apparently 
contradictory passages will agree; 
without doing violence to the ex- 
pressions on either side. 

2. Let us interpret obscure pas- 
sages by those which are plain; in- 
stead of forcing the plain passages 
to bend to those which are obscure. 

$. Let us, in all doubtful cases, 
choose that side which is practically 
the most safe, and agreeable to the 
general tenor of Scripture. 

I shall consider the nature and 
extent of the command to sanctify 
the Sabbath, as it stood before the 
promulgation of the law on Mount 
Sinai; as it was explained and en- 
forced during the Jewish dispensa- 


_ tion; and as it continues obligatory 
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upon the disciples of Christ to the 
end of the world. — 

The first intimation respecting the 
Sabbath is given in the second chap- 
ter of the Book of Genesis. This 
isa very important passage of Scrip- 
ture, and deserves our most serious 
attention, both as M respects the 
meaning of the words, and the pe- 
riod at which they were delivered. 
The second verse informs us what 
the Almighty did with regard to his 
own work. And on the seventh 
day God ended his work which he 
had made; and he rested on the see 
venth day from all his work which 
he had made. ‘The third verse pro- 
ceeds to state, And God blessed the 
seventh day and sanctified it; that 
is, he set it apart for holy purposes: 
for such is the meaning of the word 
sanctified in the Old Testament, 
when applied to inanimate things, 
or to persons with relation to any 
office or function. ‘Thus the priests, 
the tabernacle, and all its furniture, 
were said to be sanctified, when they 
were set apart for the service of 
God. In no other sense can the 
word sanctified be understood with 
) relation to the seventh day, without 
forsaking the scriptural meaning of 
the term, and falling into absur- 
dity. 

This command, to set apart the 
seventh day for sacred purposes, 
was given to man in his primeval 
purity. Being created upright, he 
loved the Lord his God with all his 
heart, and mind, and soul, and 
strength. The labours of each day, 
in this happy state of mind, would 
be dedicated to God’s service.— 
There was no need of a day of sa- 
cred rest to withdraw the mind from 
the carnal eagerness of worldly pur- 
suits, or to recruit the body from 
oppressive labour. Man now. en- 
joyed perpetual communion with 
God. His labour was light. The 
Lord God took the man, and fut 
him into the garden of Eden, to 








dress it and to keep it. (1b. v. 15.) 
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Thorns and thistles had not yet 
sprung up to create the necessity of 
laborious exertions—For out of the 
ground made the Lord God to grow 
every tree that ia fileasant to the 
sight and good for food. (v.9.)— 
The earth had not yet received the 
curse which caused man to eat 
bread in the sweat of his face. 

If in this state the sacred rest of 
a seventh day was ordained by infi- 
nite wisdom, in what period of time 
can it become unnecessary to fallen 
man? Swall the consecration of a 
seventh day for the cultivation of 
our minds, blinded by sin, and dis- 
tracted by corrupt affections, be 
thought needless; when it was ap- 
pointed to man in innocence and per- 
fect holiness? Shall the mercies of 
creation require a frequently return- 
ing day for their celebration; and 
shall not those of redemption, in ad- 
dition, call for an equal attention? — 
In short, when we compare the state 
of fallen man with that of our first 
parents, during whose original puri- 
ty this command was given, we shail 
find a variety of considerations urg- 
ing upon him the superior necessity 
of sanctifying a seventh day. 

Besides, a general command thus 
given to the representatives of the 
whole species, must cont nue in 
force for ever; unless it be abrogat- 
ed by the same authority by which 
it was enacted. 

Whether there be any passages 
in Scripture which abrogate the law 
of a Sabbath, with a clearness equal 
to that with which it was enacted, 
will be the subject of our future 
consideration. 

The observance of a Sabbath can- 
not be opposed with reason,-unless 
it shall appear that there is a clear 
abrogation of this command. It can- 
not be said with decency, that the 
neglect of the Sabbath is a more 
spiritual service to God than the gb- 
servance of it, 

To attach any ideas of supersti- 
tion to the observance of a Sabbath 
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would scarcely fall short of blasphe- 
my against the Almighty, whose 
wisdoin made such an appointment 
before sin had entered into the 
world. 

It is the duty of man at all times, 
and in every period of the world, to 
love God with all his heart, and 
mind, and soul, and strength; but 
particular exercises and proofs of 
this love may be enjoined at differ- 
ent periods. The worship of God, 
however, is required by a perma- 
nent obligation; and the exercise of 
this worship, especially when it is 
social, requires a cessation from 
other employments, and seasons ap- 
prupriated to itself. Is it not then 
in the highest degree improbable, 
that man, when employed in the in- 
nocent labour of cultivating the gar- 
den of Eden, should be required to 
withdraw, during a seventh portion 
of his time, from this pleasing em- 
ployment, to exercise himself in one 
sull more pleasing to a holy soul;— 
yet that we, who find it so difficult 
to abstract our minds from the too 
eager pursuits of worldly things, 
should be left to follow our own 
ways on the day originally set apart 
for the solemn services of religion? 
Such a supposition I cannot help 
thinking to be highly improbable, 
whether I consider the sanctification 
of the Sabbath in the light of a duty 
or a privilege. 

In whatever point of view wecon- 
template it, the Sabbath was insti- 
tuted when mankind stood the least 
in need of that institution. Was 
the Sabbath designed to be a day of 
rest? It was instituted when the la- 
bour of our first parents was mere- 
ly to keep and dress the garden of 
Eden. Was it. designed to be a 
season of instruction? The law of 
God was then written upon the heart 
ofman. He was made after the 
image of God in righteousness and 
true holiness. Was it designed to 
call off the mind from the anxiety 
of worldly cares? Our first parents 
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had nothing to distract their minds: 
they saw God in all his works they 
walked in innocence, and were not 
ashamed. Was ita day appointed 
for more immediate communion 
with God, in the exercises of holy 
worship? The pious pair enjoyed a 
perpetual communion with God: 
they approached him without fear, 
and served him with the profound- 
est reverence. 

Can we then imagine, that an in- 
stitution appointed when there was 
the least possible need for it, should 
be set aside when every circum- 
stance in the situation of mankind 
loudly calls for such an institution? 
How greatly do the incessant toils 
of many require ‘a day of rest!— 
What a powerful tendency have the 
anxious cares of life to shut out the 
due consideration of the world to 
come! The ignorance of many, es- 
pecially of the ower classes of man- 
kind, requires that time for instruc- 


tion, which no other day, except the | 


Sabbath, will afford; and without 
stated periods for the public worship 
of God, the very idea of religion 
would vanish out of the world. 
These considerations forcibly im- 
press my mind with the persuasion, 
that the sanctification of a seventh 
day, that is, the setting it apart for 
holy purposes, was an appointment 
of God, and is of perpetual obliga- 
tion. W. H. 


PART U. 


Thoughts on the Sabbath, during the 
Jewish Dispensation. 

The sanctification of the seventh 
day, which was appointed in the 
time of man’s primeval innocence, 
must have continued to be an insti- 
tution of constant obligation through 
the succeeding ages, which inter- 
vened between the fall of man and 
the publication of the moral law 
at Mount Sinai; since we find no 
repeal of the original command in 
the books of Moses. 








When a summary of the moral 
law was promulgated © the Israel- 
tes at the Holy , ach and inscrib- 
ed by the finger of Ged on tables 
of stone, we find this original come 
mand of a Sabbath bearing a con- 
spicuous part im the sacred code. 
The fourth commandment explains 
and enforces this first institution of 
God to man. Remember the Sab- 
buth day to keep it Aoly: or, as it is 
expressed by Moses, when recapi- 
tulating the commands in the book 
of Deuteronomy, Keeft the Sabbath 
day, to sanctiFy if. Deut. v. 12, 
Let us then inquire, what are the 
duties of the day, and what the limi- 
tations of those duties, as they are 
to be found in Scripture during the 
Jewish Dispensation. 

The fourth commandment shews 
that we®* are to abstain from our or- 
dinary worldly calling and employ- 
ments, which it is our duty to pur- 
sue, on the other six cays, with dili- 
gence. Six days shalt thou labour, 
and do all thy work; but the se- 
venth day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God; in it thou shalt not 
do any work, Exod. xx. 9, 10, 

We are commanded also tu use 
our endeavours, that this day be 
sanctified by all over whom we have 
authority or influence: Zhou, nor 
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man- 
servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor 
thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is 
within thy gates. Ib. 10. Weare 
not, therefore, to permit the works 
of our ordinary worldly occupation 
to be carried on by others on oar 
behalf; but we ought to put the same 
restraints upon those who are under 
our control, which our duty re- 
quires us to put upon ourselves. 

The supreme legislator has given 
us, by the prophet Isaiah, a still 
more ample account of the duties 


* If any reader should think that the 
use of this pronoun, on this occasion, is 
begging the question, he may confine it 
to those who were immediately addrese- 
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implied in the sanctification of the 
Sabbath. Jf thou turn away thy 
foot from the Sabbath, from doing 
thy frleasure on my holy day, and 
call the Sabbath a delight, the holy 
of the Lord, honourable, and shalt 
honour him, not doing thine own 
ways, nor finding thine own filea- 
sure, nor speaking thine own words: 
then shalt thou delight thyself in 
the Lord, &c. Wwiii. 13. 

.This passage of Scripture de- 
serves to be studied with peculiar 
attention, as it not only describes the 
duties of the day, but also the tem- 
per of mind with which they are to 
be performed. 

The prophet arranges the com- 
mand under three heads. The first 
is, that we are not to do our own 
ways, which relates chiefly, I ap- 
prehend, to our worldly business, as 
is largely set forth in the fourth com- 
mandment. 

The second, that we are not to 
find our own pleasure on the Sab- 
bath. It is not to be a day of mer- 
riment, of sports, and pastimes, or 
of mere amusement. All those 
ways of spending the Sabbath, which 
are contrived for the purpose of 
sensual pleasure, are to be avuided; 
though the temperate refreshment 
of the body is not forbidden. It is 
to be a day of rest from bodily la- 
bour; but not a season of mere ani- 
mal recreation. It is unnecessary, 
and indeed impossible, to enumer- 
ate the various species of pleasure 
which are forbidden on this day; but 
as every one knows what is meant 
by a day of sensual pleasure, so eve- 
ry one may judge what is forbidden 
under this head. 

Thirdly, we are forbidden to 
speak our own words. The con- 
versation ought to be suited to the 
sacred offices of the day. For as 
we are prohibited from pursuing 
our ordinary labours on the Sabbath, 
so are we also prohibited from mak- 
ing them the subjects of our dis- 
course. We cease from our own 
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words, when we confine our conver- 
sation to subjects of a religious or 
moral nature; when we employ our 
time in instructing our dependents, 
our children and servants, or in edi- 
fying communication with our e- 
quals. 

Though these three injunctions 
are expressed in the negative form, 
yet (according to a well known rule 
of interpreting Scripture, a rule de- 
rived from the Scriptures them- 
selves,) we must understand them 
as enjoining the opposite conduct. 

This beautiful passage of the Pro- 
phet teaches us, also, what ought to 
be the temper of our minds in these 
holy exercises. Far from being 
weary of the spiritual employments 
of the Sabbath, we ought to account 
them our pleasure, and call the 
Sabbath @ DELIGHT, as well as holy 
of the Lord. ‘This day we are to 
esteem Aonouradle, above all others. 
We are then peculiarly to Aonour 
HIM, whose bounty created us, 
whose long-suffering hath preserv- 
ed us, and whose unsearchable 
goodness has provided a way for 
our eternal redemption. Thus is 
the nature of the duty of sanctifying 
the Sabbath pointed out with the 
utmost clearness. 

A limitation, however, is some- 
times put, by the infirmities of our 
fallen nature, to some of the exer- 
cises which ought, when we are un- 
restrained, to occupy us on this sa- 
cred Gay. Sickness may confine us 
to our beds, when we should other- 
wise be engaged in public worship; 
and, in such occasional interrup- 
tions, we may require the attention 
and assistance of others. The Lord, 
by declaring that he prefers mercy 
to sacrifice, has pointed out our duty 
on these occasions. Whatever the 
necessities of our nature, as the re- 
lief of hunger, or aid in sickness, 
may require, must be considered as 
consistent with the sanctification of 
the Sabbath. Our Saviour, by his 
precepts and example, has com- 
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pletely illustrated this part of the 
subject. 

ere it is proper to observe, that 
God sent forth his Son, MADE UN- 
DER THE Law. Christ lived and 
died under the Jewish Dispensation. 
By his expositions of the moral Jaw, 
he pointed out its real nature and 
extent; but made no alterations in 
it. When he declared that acts of 
necessity and charity were suitable 
to the Sabbath, he introduced no 
new doctrine, but appealed to the 
Jews themselves respecting the truth 
of what he taught. Jesus spake un- 
to the lawyers and frharisees, say- 
ing, Is it lawful to heal on the Sab- 
bath day? And they held their 
peace: Luke xiv. 3. The question 
undoubtedly was of this import: Is 
it agreeable to the law of God, as 
delivered by Moses? Is it consistent 
with the fourth commandment, and 
with the illustration of that com- 
mandment by the holy prophets? — 
The silence of the Jewish rulers was 
a tacit acknowledgment, that such 
acts of mercy were consistent with 
the due observance of the Sabbath. 

If the ordinary employment of any 
person consists in those acts which 
the proper duties of the Sabbath re- 
quire, or which are allowed on that 
day, they certainly cannot be consi- 
dered as infringements of the fourth 
commandment. The blessed Jesus 
appealed to the law of Moses on this 
head. Have ye not read in the law, 
how that on the Sabbath-day, the 
Priests in the Temple frrofane the 
Sabbath, and are blameless? Matt. 
xii. 5. 

Our Saviour also taught, that it is 
consonant to the law of God to take 
a due care even of the brute crea- 
tion on the Sabbath, much more of 
our fellow-creatures; and on this 
ground he reproved the indignant 
ruler of the synagogue, who wished 
to represent our Saviour’s healing 
of the diseased as a work forbidden 
on the Sabbath-day. Zhou hyfo- 
erite, doth each one of you on the 
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Sabdath loose his ox or his ass from 
the etail, and lead him to watering? 
And again, to the lawyers and pha- 
risees, Which of you shall have an 
ass or an ox fallen into a fit, and 
will not straighitway full him out 
on the Sabbath-day? And they could 
notanswerhim again to these things. 
Luke xiii. 15, xiv. 3. 

These passages of Scripture 
clearly prove, that our Lord was not 
introducing any relaxation of the 
Sabbath, suited to the genius of the 
Gospel-dispensation; but that he was 
speaking the language of the law, 
as delivered to the Jews; and shew- 
ing that acts of necessity, of mercy, 
and compassion, were duties suited 
to the strictest observance of the 
Sabbath. If this had not been the 
case, our Saviour could not have 
charged the ruler with hypocrisy, 
nor would his appeal to the law of 
Moses have silenced those who 
wished to accuse him of breaking 
that law. 

It has been thought by some, that 
our Saviour exceeded the beunds 
of the Jewish law, when he directed 
the man, whom he had healed at the 
pool of Bethseda, to take up his 
bed and walk, John v. 8; because 
God had commanded the people, 
by the Prophet Jeremiah, to dear 
no burden on the Sabbath-day, ch. 
xvii. 21. Those who entertain such 
a thought should consider, that our 
Lord perfectly understoed the law; 
and if this was a breach of it, he was 
directing the poor man to commit a 
heinous offence against the law un- 
der which he was living, and also a 
capital offence against the state; for 
this, as well as several others of the 
ten commandments, was incorporat- 
ed into the civil laws of the Jews — 
Ye shall keep: the Sabbath, for it is 
holy unto you. Every one that de- 
fileth it, shall surely be put to death, 
Exod. xxxi. 14. But an attentive 
consideration of the passages, pro- 
hibiting the bearing of burdens on 
the Sabbath, will shew that they re- 
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late to such burdens as were borne 
in the carrying on of trade, or ordi- 
nary labour. Jf ye diligently heark- | 
en unto me, saith-the Lord, to bring ' 
in no burden through the gates of | 
the city, on the Sabbath-day, but! 
hallow the Sabbath-day, TO DO NO | 
WORK THEREIN, Jer. xvii. 24. So, 
likewise in the book of Nehemiah. | 
In those days I saw in Judah some 
treading wine-fresses on the Sab- 
bath, and bringing in sheaves, and 
lading asses; as also wine, grapes, 
and figs, and ALL MANNER OF BUR- 
pens, which they brought into Je- 
rusalem on the Sabbath-day, Neh. 
xiii. 15. The cripple, whom our 
Saviour had healed at the pool of 
Bethseda, was friendless as well as 

or; and probably had nothing but 
bis portable bed, or mattress, where- 
on to rest his weary limbs: the Lord 
Jesus, therefore, directed him to 
take care of this necessary piece of 
furniture, when he had strengthened 
the body of this indigent creature, 
and enabled him to return to his 
own house. 

Another passage of the Old Tes- 
tament may be thought to express 
a degree of strictness in the observ- 
ance of the Sabbath, which was pe- 
culiar to the Jewish dispensation. 
Ye shall kindle no fire throughout 
your habitations on the Sabbath. 
day. Exod. xxxv. 3. But this, com- 
pared with its context, seems to re- 
late only to fires made for the pur- 
poses of labour. The whole pas- 
sage runs thus, Six days shall work 
be done, but on the seventh day 
there shall be to you an holy day, 
a Sabbath of rest to the Lord: 
WHOSOEVER DOTH WORK THEREIN, 
shall be faut to death. Ye shall 
kindle no fire, Sc. We may rest 
assured, that he who prefers mercy 
to sacrifice would not forbid the use 
of fire, for the purpose of warmth, 
in any country where the inhabitants 
might be compelled to say, Who is 
able to abide his frosts? Nor is it 
probable, that he who vindicated the 
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conduct of his disciples, when they 
had plucked the ears of corn, as 
they walked through the fields. for 
the purpose of satisfying their hun- 
ger, would forbid the use of fire for 
the necessary preparation of their 
food. We may conclude, there- 
fore, that the kindling of a fire, for 
the refreshment of the body, was 
not contrary to the Jewish law. 

Upon the whole, I see nothing in 
the duties of the Sabbath, as sub- 
sisting under the Jewish dispensa- 
tion, but a most spiritual and ration- 
al service; suitable, indeed, to the 
period of man’s innocence, yet ac- 
commodated tothe necessities which 
sin has introduced into the world. 
The sanctions of the Sabbath were 
undoubtedly increased by the Mo- 
saic law; as the breach of it was, by 
that law, made a capital offence.— 
But this was not peculiar to the 
fourth commandment; and was a 
circumstance belonging to the poli- 
cy, rather than to the religion of the 
Jews. 

I cannot conceive a more delight- 
ful exercise to a heavenly-minded 
person, than that of spending a day 
in the manner described by the Pro- 
phet Isaiah. If the Jews, instead of 
confining their attention to these 
spiritual services, preferred a num- 
ber of unnecessary restraints, we 
must not form our judgment of the 
real duties of the Sabbath from 
their conduct. We know that the 
farther they deviated from the pure 
word of Ged in other instances, the 
more careful they were to make 
broad their phylacteries, and enlarge 
the borders of their garments; nor 
were they ever more strict in tyth- 
ing mint, anise and cummin, than 
when they neglected the weightier 
matters of the law, justice, mercy, 
and the love of God. W.H 

(To be continued.) ° 
———>— 

“Mental pleasures never cloy: unlike 
those of the body, they are increased by 
repetition; approved of by reflection, 
and strengthened by enjoyment.” 
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Hiscellanecous Department. — 


For the Repertory. 
REMARKS ON THE GERMAN JEWS, 


Translated from the “Journal Asiatique,” 
Ve. viii, 1823. 

The establishment of our Society 
having for its principal object the 
cultivation of the Oriental languages, 
the Asiatic Journal will doubtless 
receive with interest articles relating 
to the Hebrew, the stock of these 
languages, and to the religious state 
of the people who have been the de- 
positories of the sacred idiom. 

The period which elapsed from 
the dissolution of the Jewish acade- 
mies in Spain, to the latter half of 
the last century (a space of about 
300 years), was, with respect to the 
Hebrew language, what the time of 
the low Latinity was with respect to 
the Latin. In good truth, the divine 
composer of the Psalms would have 
found it difficult to understand the 
Hebrew of the Rabbins of this dark 
period, a period to which many even 
of our modern Rabbins may well be 
referred. If the Italians wrote a 
less corrupt Hebrew, it was in great 
measure owing to their having imi- 
tated the classic style of the Bible.* 
The philosoper Mendelsohn,t and 
the poet Hartwig Wezely,} friends 
and contemporaries, may be justly 
considered the restorers of classical 
Hebrew in Germany, whence it has 
rapidly extended itself among the 
Jews of all countries. The former 


* The Luzzato would be an exception, 
if all their productions were alike ande- 
serving of these censures. 

+ Born at Dessau in 1729,—died at 
Berlin in 1786. Mendelsohn, as a Ger- 
man writer, is one of the authors who 
chiefly contributed to fix the language 
ef Schiller, Wieland, &e. 

¢ Born at Hamburg in 1726,—died in 
the same city in 1805. His principal ti- 
tle to celebrity is his ‘Mosiad,’ an epic 


poem in 18 cantos, entitled MANDA YW 
VoL. 6....No. 1—B 


had numerous very distinguished 
disciples, who composed Hebrew 
commentaries (3), and a German 
translation of those books of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, which their illustrious 
teacher, (too soon snatched away !) 
had neither time to translate nor 
comment upon.* They published 
conjointly, an excellent periodical 
work, entitled agyna—the Compi- 
ler,’—which, at ine end of six or se- 
ven years, ceased to appear; and 
also a large number of extremely 
well written treatises on science, 
philosophy, and education. 

“There is good reason to hope 
that the sacred language will be 
henceforward preserved from all 
tendency to relapse by the produc- 
tions of many Jews, who unite to an 
exact knowledge of the Hebrew, 
that of the Belles-Lettres, and of o- 
ther Oriental languages, and, above 
all, by the Hebrew academies at 
present existing, That of Amster- 
dam, called poynn pasa— the Useful 
Society’——is (i.e most important.— 
This academy, established about 
eight years since, reckons at Am- 
stendam about sixty members, all 
good Hebraists. It has a large num- 
ber of students; for it extends the 
knowledge of Hebrew, not only by 
its writings in prose and verse, but 
by a public chair, in which its prin- 
cipal resident members act gratui- 
tously the part of Professors. It is 
desirable that the Asiatic Society 
should follow this example, and es- 
tablish at Paris, chairs for those lan- 


* Mendelsohn translated the Penta- 
teuch, the Psalms, Ecclesiastes, the Song 
of Songs, and the Song of Deborah. He 
wrote comments upon a great part of the 
Pentateuch, Ecclesiastes, and the Logic 
(tran no) of Maimonides, which is on- 
ly an abrMlgement of that of Aristotle. 
Maimonides wrote this work in Arabic: 
the author of the Hebrew translation is 








unknown. 
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guages of Asia at present but little 
studied. 

“The last volume published by 
“the Useful Society,’* contains ma- 
hy pieces, in verse and prose, truly 
remarkable for perspicuity of style 
and purity of diction. Some cen- 
sure, however, must be attached to 
the Editor for not having exercised 
a more severe discrimination in the 
choice of the compositions admitted 
into this collection. As specimens 
of the work, we would refer to the 
Epithalamium, page 64; the prose 
translation of the charming tale of 
Aug. La Fontaine, ‘the noblest Man,’ 
page 65; and a poetical dialogue, p. 
90, where one of the persons says, 
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“My Brethren, why, without 
cause, become disgusted with life? 
Why despise your own condition, 
and suffer your thoughts continually 
to dwell upon the lot of others?— 
Know, that our creator has portion- 
ed out to us good and evil, life and 
death, in such manner as to equal- 
ize our pilgrimage through this sad 
valley, which we have to traverse. 
Each one may, of his own proper 
choice, embrace righteousness and 
reject impiety, or conceive evil and 
bring forth sin, or finally make his 
escape from a state of rebellion.” 

‘Thoughts at my Mother’s Tomb,’ 
page 111, where filial piety express- 
€s its sorrow in very beautiful verse: 
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* Amstelodami; apud J. Van Embden 
& filium. 


+ Imitation of the 137 Psalm, Heb. 
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“Seated on the borders of the 
Amstel, 1 give free course to my 
tears, while I think of my mother, 
and recall to memory the death of 
her to whom I owe my life. I hang 
my lyre upon the willows of the 
bank: the sounds of my lyre are 
changed into lamentations; my songs 
into groans... 

“QO thought full of consolation ! 
The soul is not plunged into an- 
nihilation! I forbear,—my grief 
grows calm,—Yes, my mother is 
now enjoying felicity which knows 
no bounds |” 

The verses we have been quoting 
are allinrhyme. But the collection 
before us contains also pieces in 
blank verse. Such are the imitation 
of a Song of Kleist, page 13, and the 
elegy on the death of the Princess 
Charlotte, page 33. 

Rhyme is really a monstruosity in 
Hebrew Poetry, which is as little 
adapted to it as Latin or Greek.— 
Attempts have been made at rhyme 
in these two languages, but good 
taste has almost always immediately 
revolted at it. ‘The Rabbins, exclu- 
sively devoted to the ordinary rou- 
tine in Hebrew, and seldom or ne- 
ver cultivating criticism or taste in 
literary pursuits (we speak of the 
Rabbins of the Low-Hebrew), be- 
sides the barbarous pronunciation* 
so prevalent among them, are ig- 


* It is very singular that the German 
Jews, and those of the North in general, 
pronounce Kametz, 0, applied by gram- 
marians to the long vowel of the Patakh, 
which is pronounced a. We think we 
can assign the ofigin of this strange er- 
ror. It is well known that, after re- 
turn from the captivity, the Syre-Ghil- 
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norant of the very name of harmo- 
ny, one of the essential qualities of 
all Poesy. They believe Hebrew 
verse to consist in the return of si- 
milar sounds, at the end of a certain 
number of syllables fancifully ar- 
ranged. They nevertheless knew 
from tradition that the poetry of the 
Bible, and, above all, the Psalms, 
contained great beauties, without 
being constrained by Rhyme, or dis- 
posed according to the ridiculous 
rules which prescribe the mixture 
of clous* and vowels. The Presi- 
dent ot “the Useful Society” evinced 
(as he has written us word), the con- 
formity of his views with our own, 
by composing, some months ago, a 
piece in verse, in imitation of the 
classic Poetry of the Bible. The 
improvement of the German Jews 
is rapidly advancing, and is even 
producing a great reform in Ger- 
many, in the external part of the 
Mosaic worship. In all directions 
the synagogues are introducing sa- 
lutary modifications in the celebra- 
tion of divine worship;—and some 
Rabbins, who have gone through a 
course of classical learning, deliver 
excellent sermons. These speakers 
do not express themselves in He- 
brew, which few persons under- 
stand, nor in that German-Hebrew 
Patois, in common use among the 
Jews, but in the national tongue, 
adorned with all the graces of elo- 
cution. Their discourses have no 
longer wretched scholastic subtilties 
for their subject, but, so to speak, 
a pure and substantial morality, 


daic was the common language of Judea. 
The Syrians rendered the Kametz of the 
Hebrew and Chaldee by their Zecopho, 
a vowel, which is pronounced o in wes- 
tern Syria,—from whence, according to 
Elias Levita, in the third preface of*his 
Massoreth-hammassoreth, and J. D. Mi- 
chelis, Gram. Syr. pp. 50 & 51, Halz, 
1784, the German Jews and those of the 
North of Europe came. 

* Every syllable in which the vowel is 
preceded by a sheva-nagne, in its differ. 
ent modifications, is called clot, . 
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which, preached with eloquence, 
roduces upon the Jews all the ef- 

t that might be expected. 

The instruction of youth, as may 
well be supposed, is not forgotten in 
this happy region. Jewish schools, 
beth free and otherwise are every 
where to be met with, and are well 
attended. 

These happy ameliorations are ow- 
ing to the tendency of the human 
mind in Germany to enlightened 
views of religion, and particularly to 
the great number of elementary and 
instructive works, published by the 
Jews in Hebrew and German. We 
proceed to point out some of the 
most valuable. 

l. aysvab ppm Or ‘the Child’s 
Friend and ieacher,” by M. Phi- 
lippsohn, 2 vols, 12 mo. Leipsic and 
Dessau (1810). 

2. mm nwyo 20 (“History of 
the Bible” in riebrew and German, 
by M. Guedaliahou, 2 vols, 8vo. 
Hamburg and Copenhagen (1808.) 

3. Seer va mdd yom | (Or “the 
Jewish Cinidren’s rriend,” in Heb, 
German and French, by M. Back, 
3 vols. 8vo., Berlin (1812). 

4. s>pw morn “Paroles d’Annon- 
ces,”” by M. biechberg, | vol. 8vo., 
Prague and Vienna. 

5. Aor mde Or “Instruction in 
the Mosaic Keligion,” 2d edition in 
German, by M. Johlsohn, | vol. 8vo. 
Frankfort on the Main. 

6. Sewinvinn Or “Bible Sto- 
ries,”’ in Hebrew, by the same, same 
place. 

7. German Psalm Book, in Ger- 
man, by the same, same place. 

8. “Selimah’s Stunden der Wei- 
he,” ‘Selimah’s Devotional Hours,’ 
German, by M. Salomon, Hamburg. 

9. mage “Brilliant Torch,” in 
Hebrew, by M. Liebermann. 

10. moanxam Or “Epitome of 
the Bible,” in German, by M. Bu- 
dinger (in the press). 

11. Collection of Sermons, by 
M. M. Salomon, Kley, and others, 
in German. 
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The periodical works which have 
the greatest infuence in diffusing 
correct principles among the Ger- 
man Jews, besides the “Jedidiah,” 
announced in the 6th Number of the 
Asiatic Journal, page 379, at 

1. The “Sulamith.” published at 
Dessau, by M. David Frankel, with 
the ttle of “Sulamith, a periodical 
work for the promotion of moral and 
intellectual improvement among the 
Jews.”” This work, of which 2) 
vols. are annually published, began 
to appear in 1896, 

2. The Journal entitled, “Maga- 
zine of Jewish learning,” published 
at Berlin by a Society of Jews, form- 
ed under the presiding of Dr. Gans, 
with the design of advancing the im- 
provement and information of their 
brethren in religion. 

The Jews in France are very far 
from being in a state to admit of an 
advantageous comparison with their 
religious brethren in Germany.— 
With them the sacred desk is still 
desolate. Their schools, for either 
sex, are only-eight in number, and 
purely elementary, and even these 
are sadly destitute of books of edu- 
cation. “The French Israelite,” a 
journal which appeared at Paris 
some years ago, was stifled almost 
at its very birth. Whilst numerous 
Jewish institutions in Germany are 
in the most prosperous state, France, 
where foreigners are so desirous to 
have their children educated, has no 
similar establishment.* In another 
article, we shall develope the cir- 
cumstances, which, in our opinion, 
paralyze the effects of the zeal and 
good intentions with which some 
Jewish consistories in France are an- 
imated, particularly that of Paris and 
the Central consistorv. 

K. TSARPHATI. 
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* A Jewish institution is organized at | 
this very time at Bourdeaux. We offer | 
our best wishes for the success of the un- 
dertaking, but hitherto, all projects of | 
this kind ip France, have miscarried, 
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Remarks on the preceding, by the Trane- 


lator. 


The author of the above interest- 
ing accoum of the German Jews, 
attributes their gradually improving 
condition, in a great measure, to 
“the tendency of the human mind 
in Germany to enlightened views of 
religion.” His allusion 1s probably 
to those falsely named rational views 
by which carnal men would explam 
away or reject every thing in the 
Bible that 1s supernatural or mys- 
terious. A sad proof of the danger 
of resting the interpretation of 
Scripture simply upon human talent 
and erudition, has been afforded by 
a large number of the ablest Theo- 
logians of Germany. To name no 
other, Gesenius, by general acknow- 
ledgment the most accomplished 
Hebrew scholar of the present day, 
is utterly opposed to the belief of eve- 
ry thing beyond the powers of nature. 
It is contrary to his philosophy to 
acknowledge the existence ofa mira- 
cle. If such modern improvements 
upon “tbe faith once delivered to the 
saints,’ have tended to ameliorate 
the condition of the Jews, it must 
have been by destroying their confi- 
dence in their own Scriptures, as 
given by inspiration from God. In 
this way, their proverbial obstinacy 
may have become somewhat relax- 
ed, and less regard for Jewish msti- 
tutions may have rendered inter- 
course with Christians more easy. 
Thus God often over-rules evil for 
good, and suffers one system of er- 
rors to destroy another. In hke 
manner, the increase of infidelity 
upon the continent of Europe, has 
tended to diminish the power of su- 
perstiion, and to prepare the way 
for the promulgation of the Gospel 
in ats original purity, That many 
of the Jews of the present day are 
little more than Deists,—that many 
others are beginning to abandon 
‘heir long-cherished hopes of a 
Messiah yet to come, arv indubitable 
facts. Tosuch persons, Christians, 
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real or nominal, may have a readier 
access than formerly, te discuss 
subjects of a religious nature. But 
the hope of seeing many of the 
seed of Abraham soon brought to 
acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, 
rests on better reasons than these. 
There is evidently, both in Europe 
and the East, a growing willingness 
among the Jews to read or listen to 
the Gospel. Many are seriously 
examining into the proofs of the di- 
vine character and mission of Christ. 
Some are almost persuaded to be- 
come Christians. Not a few have 
actually avowed their faith in Him 
whom they once hated and despis- 
ed as an impostor. They have 
made sacrifices, such as Christians 
in our day are seldom called upon 
to make. More than one has devot- 
ed himself to the preaching of the 
Cross. And while Solomon has 
suffered the disruption of the ten- 
derest human ties, rather than re- 
nounce his master; and Wolff with 
a zeal, a simplicity, an intrepidity, 
which reminds us of the Apostolic 
age, is making Jerusalem resound 
with the doctrine of Jesus, let not 
Christians be turned aside from 
their labours of love, by the sneers 
of the ungodly. Let the opposers 
of truth calculate how much it costs 
to convert each Jew; but let believ- 
ers be ashamed that they have yet 
done so little for that long-persecut- 
ed race, who for us preserved the 
sacred oracles; of whom our Sa- 
viour, according to the flesh, was 
descended; from whom the Apos- 
tles and first preachers came forth; 
and who, according to the sure word 
of prophecy, shall yet be brought 
into the Redeemer’s fold. 
NOSTREBOR. 


—=— 
ON REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 
{For the Repertory.} 


How dreary is the aspect of Na- 
ture when drought has long prevail- 





ed in a land! To look out upon the 
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fields and groves, long devoid of re- 
freshing rains and tertdizing dews, 
is sure to excite melancholy emo- 
uons. Every thing appears parch- 
ed, withered and dying. Even the 
trees of the forest, which seemed 
blest with so much vigeur and lux- 
uriance, and raised their heads so 
much nearer the skies than the o- 
‘her vegetable tribes, share in the 
general desolation, Their beauty 
is faded, and their strength has de- 
cayed. The glory of their rich fo- 
liage is tarnished; the fragrance and 
loveliness of their blossoms dim in- 
ished; and, if they still bear fruit, 
the quantity is small, and the quali- 
ty wterior. Our feelings take their 
nue and cast from surrounding ob- 
jects, and the sensations of the heart 
are exhibited in the gloom of the 
countenance. 

But, to the christian observer, 
there is a spectacle far more pain- 
ful than this;—a spectacle which 
imparts a deeper sadness to his soul 
than though he should behold all 
the verdure and blooming luxuri- 
ance of the landscape transformed 
into an arid desert. It is when he 
surveys a portion of the gardey, of 
the Lord lying in a state of spiritual 
desolation. It is when he looks 
about him, and contemplates a state 
of things in any particular Courch, 
of which the effects produced by a 
season of drought upon the face of 
nature may be considered an apt 
emblem. The mournful unconcern 
with regard to the soul, and the 
carelessness respecting ‘eternity, 
the litle fear of God, and the devo- 
tion to things of time and sense, ge- 
nerally visible, aflord irresistible 
proofs that the retreshing, purify- 
ing, and fertilizing dews of divine 
grace are not descending in copious 
effusions upon the soil of men’s 
hearts. In the utter thoughtless- 
ness of perishing sinners, and the 
lukewarmness of the professed fol- 
lowers of Christ, he has clear evi- 
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influences. He fears that with re- 
gard to them the threat has been 
begun to be accomplished, “ My 
Spirit shall not always strive with 
man.”  Grieved in his inmost soul 
at what he sees, the believer is con- 
strained to cry unto the Lord—* O, 
Lord, how Jong! Shall thine anger 
abide forever, and the light of thy 
reconciled countenance be no more 
revealed?” Turn thou us unto 
thee, and we shall be turned.— 
Grant us a season of refreshing from 
thy presence. Revive thy work in 
the midst of the days, and in wrath 
remember mercy.” 

Just in proportion as this spiri- 
tual sensibility is excited at the 
view of great coldness and deadness 
in religion, is the individual more 
blessed with the watering of the 
Spirit than those around him. It is 
therefore that any of the graces of 
the gospel grow and increase in his 
own heart. As David wept before 
God, because men kept not the law; 
so is his sorrow brought into lively 
exercise, because men obey not the 
gospel. Nor is he contented with 
mourning in private over the deso- 
lations of Zion. With the words of 
the Prophet on his lips, he admon- 
ishes his careless, self-deceiving, 
back-sliding or lukewarm brethren, 
It is time to seek the Lord, till he 
come and rain righteousness upon 
us. 

Erroneous and most pernicious 
ideas are frequently entertained re- 
garding revivals of religion, and ex- 
cite much unreasonable prejudice 
against them. To many, their ve- 
ry name is a bug-bear. Not having 
witnessed a genuine work of grace, 
when the Spirit is largely poured 
out upon a people, many vainly im- 
agine that it is altogether the work- 
ings of an over-heated imagination. 
Or, perhaps, having seen or heard 
of wild excesses of feeling, or ex- 
travagance of conduct in some, du- 
rng a period of strong religious ex- 
citement, they consider the whole 
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senseless fanaticism. But these 
excesses no enlightened christian 
ever. pretended to approve.—He 
mourns over them, because they 
often lead to self-deception, and 
afford a handle to the enemies of 
the truth against the work of God’s 
power. Yet, from the very na- 
ture and constitution of the human 
mind, they cannot always be avoid- 
ed. Wherever strong feeling of 
any kind is exhibited, it will have, 
in some degree, a sympathetic ef- 
fect upon those who witness it.— 
Let an individual enter the chamber 
of a dying man, surrounded by his 
weeping friencs and relatives, and, 
though a perfect stranger to all, he 
will be immediately sensible of this 
sympathetic power; and, almost 
without knowing why, tears will be- 
dew his cheeks. Leta coward be 
placed in the ranks, surrounded by 
brave men, who despise danger, 
talk lightly of exposure, and breathe 
earnestly for the battle, soon will he 
find his breast throbbing with sen- 
sations like to theirs——But in both 
these cases, there is a wide differ- 
ence between the grief and the mar- 
tial enthusiasm of the individuals 
mentioned, and those by whom they 
were surrounded. They were ex- 
cited merely by sympathetic feel- 
ing,—and the moment the one has 
left the house of mourning, and the 
other the society of his fellow-sol- 
diers, these feelings begin to desert 
them. The former has no more 
sense of sorrow, and the latter finds 
all his fear return. There is no 
abiding sense of the loss of a dear 
relative to keep alive sadness in the 
heart of the sympathetic mourner; 
no native or acquired courage to 
support the resolution and dispel 
the apprehensions of him who had 
been playing the hero per-force. 
Now, just as is the case with 
these, so is it with some during the 
progress of a work of grace. They 
are warmed by the heat which pro- 
ceeds from others. For a time they 
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seem to have the flame of divine 
love burning within them,—and are 
sometimes aroused to a degree of 
extravagance; but all finally proves 
to be but false fire. Once a lite 
removed from the influence under 
which they have been placed, or 
engaged somewhat more than usual 
in the chilling atmosphere of the 
world, they lose all their former 
heat, and, for the most part, become 
colder than before. . 

It is moreover sometimes the case 
with those who are actually the ge- 
nuine subjects of a revival of reli- 
gion, that, for a time, they exhibit a 
degree of unbecoming and injurious 
cmearaganae, Nor will this appear 
extraordinary to any one who atten- 
tively considers the constitution of 
human nature; nor will it be urged 
as a legitimate and reasonable ob- 
jection to revivals. The first clear 
view a man obtains of his sinful and 
a condition, before he is 

lessed with a comfortable hope of 
salvation through Christ, is enough 
to awaken the most alarming ap- 
prebensions, and fill the soul with 
the most awful terrors;—and when 
there is no sufficient counter-influ. 
ence to act as a restraint, there will 
be at times the breakings-forth ol 
powerful feeling, to a degree which 
no sober christian Can approve.— 
The first revelation, too, of the free 
grace of God, in Jesus Christ, to 
the convicted sinner, groaning under 
the burden of his offences, and shud- 
dering at the thoughts of divine 
wrath, will often create within him 
so rapturous a joy, that its overflow- 
ings, if not directed and restrained 
by much christian wisdom, will lead 
to mischievous excesses. 

But these things are a part of the 
condition of humanity. So weak and 
frail, so ignorant and imprudent are 
men, that they often cause their 
geod to be evil spoken of. No good 
or great work is begun or carried 
on by poor mortals, without some- 
thing occurring which may afford 
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scope for the unjust and illiberal 
imputations of the children of this 
world. While, then, it behoves the 
followers of Jesus to be extremely 
guarded and cautious, lest they in- 
jure the cause of their master, unre- 
generate men should also keep in 
mind that the unavoidable evils we 
have mentioned are no sufficient ar- 
gument against the great work up- 
on which they are sometimes at- 
tendant. 

A revival of religion is no delusion, 
It has nothing in it of absurdity, su- 
perstition, or fanaticism. It is the 
wonderful manifestation of the pow- 
er and grace of Jehovah, in effect- 
ing, in a short period of time, what 
is more usually a slow and gradual 
work. When a revival commences, 
it is often on a small scale. The 
rain, which is afterwards sent in such 
abundant and refreshing showers, 
descends at first in a few scattered 
drops. Some two or three individ- 
uals of the disciples of Christ, are 
generally first visited. The Spirit 
works in their hearts a deeper con- 
cern both for themselves and for all 
about them. They behold how the 
beauty of Zion is faded, and their 
souls are filled with sorrow. The 
barrenness of God’s vineyard, and a 
sense of their own past unfruitful- 
ness, makes them long for a general 
out-pouring of the Spirit’s influences. 
For this they lift their earnest cry 
to God. Not the business and ac- 
tive engagements of the day, can 
prevent their supplications; nor do 
they desist from besieging the throne 
of grace during the silent watches of 
the night. At length, they behold 
the power of the Spirit exercised in 
melting into subjection the hearts of 
some of the rebellious. Sinners be- 
gin to be pierced with the arrow of 
divine conviction, and to cry, “what 
shall we do to be saved?” The 
slumbering disciples of Christ are 
aroused from their torpor. The 
rains of divine grace now descend 
Multitudes are 
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never dying souls. They wonder 
they never belore had such a sense 
of their value. They are astonished | 
at themselves that they should bie | 
therto have been so careless about | 
etermty. They tremble to think | 
how they have abused the long-suf- | 
fering of God, and murdered their 
precious time. Every moment is 
now all-important. All the means 
of grace are diligently sought and 
used. The sanctuary of God is| 
crowded with those who have set 
their faces Zionward, and those who | 
desire, but dare not yet look unto | 
Christ. The ordinary services of | 
God’s house are found insufficient 
to satisty poor alarmed souls, weigh 
ed down with guilt, and striving for 
deliverance. Meetings for prayer, 
conference, and religious inquiry, 
are established; and there is no want 
of attendance:—no heed how to call 
for seriousness, to admonish hearers 
to lay aside vain thoughts and world- 
ly recollections. The power of 
eternal truth is sufficient to fill eve- 
ry mind, to control every affection, 
to destroy all levity. The world— 
what is the world tothem, who have 
bright views exhibited to them of 
the glories of God, beaming from 
the face of Jesus Christ! The 
world,—what is the world to them, 
who are shuddering with an awful 
dread of the worm that dieth not, 
and the fire that cannot be quenched! 
Yes; once, ye light and senseless 
worldlings, ye might, by your wick- 
ed wit, your uphallowed ridicule, 
your perverse reasonings, and your 
cruel reproaches,—once ye might 
easily have turned them aside, and 
united them again to yourselves — 
But what to them, now, is your opi- 
nion, or favour, or companionship! 
They are looking for the grace, and 
love and favour of God. They are 
striving to escape from the terrors 
of his vengeance, who will prove to 
all his enemies a consuming fire.— 
Now send your invitations to the 
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ball, to gay, extravagant and dissi- 
pated assemblies; and see how they 
will be received. Now try to en- 
snare christian professors with so- 
phistical. argaments, and entangle 
them in worldly pleasures; and mark 
how you will be baffled. The eye 
of faith is now occupied with things 
unseen. The eternal realities of 
the invisible world banish all trifles 
from the mind. The stately step- 
pings of Jehovah are beheld pass- 
ing through the midst of the people. 
By wonderful tokens, the operations 
of his almighty hand are distinguish- 
ed. These occupy all thougits, 
and exercise every faculty. There 
is no time, nor room, nor feeling for 
fashion, parade or pleasure. The 
things of earth shrink into their na- 
tive insignificance, now they are 
brought into close comparison with 
the things of Heaven. Sinners now 
feel how mean, cheap and worthless 
are the pleasures for which they 
were bartering away immortal glo- 
ry and blessedness. They are now 
persuaded of the vanity of all the 
honours and distinctions which exist 
among men. To possess the title 
ot children of God, and fellow-heirs 
with Christ,—this is their highest 
ambition. ‘To be employed im the 
cause of the gospel, this they count 
their richest honour. Once they 
were devoted to objects of worldly 
pleasure or ambition: now they de- 
sire nothing so much as to make 
their peace with God, to be recon- 
ciled to him through the blood of 
his Son, to obtain some token of his 
pardoning mercy. Even those who 
before had wholly cast off fear, and 
restrained prayer, are now filled 
with concern. They are frequent 
in their approaches to the mercy- 
seat, and most earnest in their sup- 
plications. The hardened repro- 
bate, the gambler, the drunkard, the 
debauchee,—those who have hid 
beneath the shelter of night, deeds 
that shrink from the fair face of day, 
are also made to feel that the Lord 
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he is God; and are brought to sub- | 
mit to his gracious influences.—_ 
Hearts of stone are changed into 
hearts of flesh. Even infidelity, | 
more frequently a disease of the | 
heart than of the head, is not always | 
able to withstand the melting influ- | 
ence of the grace of Christ. Sin- 
ners, indeed, of all degrees and con- 
ditions, are led to lay down the wea- 
pons of their rebellion, and seek re- 
conciliation with their jusdy offend- 
ed sovereign. They exert them- 
selves to escape from the galling 
bondage of sin, and to become pos- 
sessed of the glorious liberty of the 
children of God.—Nor is it in vain. 
That celestial grace which has led 
them to seek the Lord while the day 
of salvation remained, reveals to 
them, “the way, the truth, and the 
life.” Jesus appears to relieve the 
weary and heavy-laden, to set the 
prisoner free, to bind up the broken 
hearts, to pour the oil of joy into 
the wounded spirit. By his almighty 
power he creates within them new 
hearts, and fills them with new 
thoughts, desires, hopes and mo- 
tives. United to him by a living 
faith and penetrated with a deep 
sense of his love, they have peace 
with God and joy in the Holy Ghost. 
What rapture now thrills their 
breast, since they are “redeemed. 
regenerated and disenthralled,” by 
the Spirit of him who hath loved 
them and bought them with his 
blood. To him they devote them- 
selves with all their powers and pos- 
sessions. They rejoice that they 
are counted worthy to do or suffer 
any thing for his name,—to extend 
the walls of his Zion, or to spread 
his word and praise throughout the 
earth. 

But let the opposers of revivals 
consider candidly their further con- 
sequences, and they will be con- 
strained to acknowledge not only 
their reality, but their value and 
Dlessedness. Visit those places 








where the rains of divine grace have 
VoL. 6....No, 1.—C 





ON REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 3 


abundantly descended, and mark thé 
effects. Behold the profligate re- 
claimed; the idle and dissipated ren- 
dered industrious and steady; the 
drunkard made suber, and the spend- 
thrift prudent. See how carnestly 
the converts engage in every good 
word and work. Family differences 
are healed, disputes between friends 
are settled, contentions and discord 
cease, and peace, charity, and love, 
acquire a prevailing influence. Or- 
der, sobriety and attention to moral 
duties are soon the characteristics of 
the people among whom has been 
an extensive revival. Intellectual 
and religious pleasures, are substi- 
tuted for the grosser ones of sense 
and the frivolities of dissipation, 
Prayer and praise are engaged in 
with delight. Many habitations are 
turned into Bethels, and many heads 
of families exercise the office of 
Priest in offering the morning and 
evening sacrifice at their own do- 
mestic altar. Thus multitudes are 
led in those paths of wisdom, which 
are paths of pleasantness and peace, 
even in this world; and which con- 
duct to mansions of eternal and un- 
utterable blessedness in the world 
to come. 

Consider, especially the influence 
of revivals upon our Colleges and 
Seminaries of learning. They who 
know much of these, know how apt 
they are to be the hotbeds of vice and 
licentiousness. The intimate con- 
nection and frequent intercourse 
with each other, among large bodies 
of young men, some of whom are 
usually evil-disposed, must have a 
strong tendency to spread corrup- 
tion and destroy morality. What 
powerful and effectual means of 
counteraction, then, are these visita- 
tions of the Grace of God! Nor is 
it merely during the time these 
youth remain in pupilage that bene- 
fits accrue. Many carry with them 
feelings and principles, then and 
thus imbibed, into the active scenes 
of life, and are thereby rendered 
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more useful and happy throughout 
their wiole career. Others are led 
to devote themselves to the ministry 
of the Gospel, and carry the purify- 
ing and saving message of their Mas- 
ter to differemt parts of their native 
land, or.to distant regions of the 
Globe. Whence have arisen many 
of those devoied heralds of the Cross, 
wio have forsaken friends and home 
and country, and taken their lives in 
their hands to preach the glad ud- 
ings of salvation to the poor Hin- 
doo, the benighted Mussulman and 
the sable children of mucis injured 
Africa? Whence came forth Par- 
sons and Andrus, now numbered 
with the spirits of the just, and mul- 
titudes of others whose praise is in 
all the Churches? Nay, whence is 
derived a large portion of the spirit- 
ual teachers of our own land? Turn 
to the records of our Cojleges and 
it will be seen. It will be discover- 
ed that no small portion of the min- 
isters of our Holy Religion owe their 
introduction to their sacred office to 
revivals of religion in the institutions 
where they studied. When the 
dependence then, of pure morals 
upon religious principle is consider- 
ed, and the necessary connection of 
both with human happiness, as well 
here as hereafter, who, but must 
confess how blessed a thing it is for 
the Lord to pour out the rich influ- 
ences of his Spirit, and turn the 
hearts of the disobedient to the wis- 
dom of the just! 

Such are some of the happy ef- 
fects of revivals of religion. And 
what can objectors show that is ab- 
surd in these manifestations of God’s 
power? Is it harder for Jehovah to 
subdue many rebels and bring them 
into subjection to the gospel of his 
Son, than one? Is it a thing impos- 
sible with him, with whom is the re- 
sidue of the Spirit, to produce in 
the greater part of a congregation 
the same effects he is often pleased 
to do upon individuals? God’s 
means of bringing sinners to him- 
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self are very various. It is some- 
times singly, and almost without 
awakening the least attention.— 
Again, he draws them in crowds, 
and makes his mercy, grace and 
power, strikingly manifest. Seve- 
ral instances of remarkable out- 
pourings of the Spirit are related in 
Scripture, the most extraordinary 
of which, perhaps, is that which 
followed Peter’s preaching on the 
day of Pentecost, when three thou- 
sand were brought from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Sa- 
tan to the knowledge of the living 
and true God. And this great in- 
gathering into the Redeemer’s fold 
was produced by the copious out- 
pouring of that same Spirit which 
often gradually and silently leads 
some wanderer back by a solitary 
path to the great Shepherd and Bi- 
shop of souls. Even on this occa- 
sion, it is not improbable, there 
were instances of self-delusion;— 
there were some who were govern- 
ed by sympathetic feeling rather 
than the grace of God,—some who 
continued not to walk as they had 
begun. But who would dare gain- 
say the glorious work itself, though 
such facts could be proved with the 
clearest demonstration? Who is 
prepared, at all hazards, to deny 
what is genuine, because some 
counterfeit it? Counterfeits, hypo- 
crisies, and self-delusions, should in- 
crease our caution, our watchfulness, 
our circumspection; but should not 
induce us heedlessly and without 
examination to deny that there is any 
thing real. Let christians, then, 
learn to separate the evil from the 
good; to recognize the hand of the 
Lord, and distinguish his work from 
the wretched imitations of men; to 
acknowledge the real evidence of 
the Spirit’s influences, amid all the 
deceits which men practice upop 
themselves or others. Let them, in 
view of the value and blessedness 
of revivals of religion, continue in- 
stant and fervent in prayer, that God 
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would pour out his Spirit upon his 
Churches. Especially let them sup- 
plicate him to look in compassion 
upon the various portions of his 
vineyard in our Southern States, 
and to visit them with the same re- 
freshing dews with which he has 
been often pleased to bless other 
parts of our land. Let their most 
devout entreaties be urged in behalf 
of Southern Colleges and Semina- 
ries of Learning; that his Spirit may 
cause to go forth from thence nu- 
merous bands of ardent, pious, intel- 
ligent and devoted heralds of his 
cross, to proclaim the glad tidings 
of great joy, to build up his desolate 
churches, and to break the bread 
of life to famishing souls. 

The writer of these pages would 
suggest to some of your experienc- 
ed correspondents, how profitably 
they might employ themselves in 
forwarding the interests of religion, 
by communicating, through the Re- 
pertory, a detailed statement of the 
principal dangers into which men 
are prone to run during a revival, 
and the best means of guarding 
against thém. And may God bless 
every effort made for the advance- 
ment of his glory, and the salvation 
of immortal souls. 

NostTREBOR. 


REV. MR. JARRATT’S LETTER. 


The writer of the following letter, ad- 
dressed to Mr. Withers of Dinwiddie, 
was long engaged in the work of the 
Lord in the Episcopal Church, and la- 
boured with great success in many 
parts of Virginia, at a time when the 
good cause languished.for want of 
faithful ministers of the Gospel; but 
the more immediate field of his la- 
hours was confined to the County of 
Dinwiddie: where he principally resid- 
ed, and where now lives his amiable 
and pious widow. Mr. Jarratt was a- 
mong the few Episcopal Ministers, we 
had almost said the only one of his day, 
who preached in that region, the evan- 
gelical doctrines of the Gospel. 

He laboured more abundantly than any 
one of his brethren, and added to the 
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Churches under his care, multitudes 
who, we have reason to believe, have 
been saved. Upwards of four hun- 
dred, we have been informed, were 
at one time, in that district, members 
of his communion. 

The rich blessing of the Lord almost 
continually attended his ministrations; 
for in every place where he proclaim. 
ed the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
many cleaved unto the Lord, and 
walked in newness of life. He will 
long be remembered by the few sur- 
vivors of those to whom he minister- 
ed, and many generations will r'se 
up and call him blessed. May God, 
in merey to his Church, send forth 
many such faithful and devoted ser- 
vants, and hasten the period when 
all Christendom shall enjoy the 
preaching of the pure Gospel of 
Christ, and all the ends of the world 
see the salvation of God.—[Ep. 


Bath, April 9th, 1795. 
Dear Sir, 

The adversaries of our religion 
pretend to raise a very formidable 
objection against its truth and utility, 
by affirming that it has been the 
cause of many warm controversies, 
much contention, acrimony, and e- 
ven bloodshed, among its professors. 
It must be confessed there have 
been, and still are, too many of thcse 
among religious professors, and that 
the heat of the contending parties 
has been very unfriendly to religion 
itself in many parts of Christendom, 
— But as we are taught in the gos- 
pel to expect these things, we have 
the less reason to suspect its authen- 
ticity, seeing thus far, at least, its 
truth is verified by matters of fact. 
Besides, if we examine jnto the true 
grounds of those unhappy conten- 
tions, we shall find they have origi- 
nated from some peculiarities of 
modes, forms, usages, kc. of man’s . 
devising, and in which religion has 
properly no concern at all. Con- 
tentions and warm debates, among 
the different denominations of pro- 
fessing christians take their rise how 
human pride, party interest, and 
party spirit, and not from the nature 
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and genius of that religion which 
all real christians embrace as the 
life of their souls, and the rule of 
their faith and practice. True and 
undefiled religion is of heavenly ori- 
ginal; it cometh from above, and is 
first pure, then peaceable, gentle 
and easy to be entreated, full of mer- 
cy and good fruits, without partiali- 
ty, and without hypocrisy.—This 
religion spends not itself on trifling 
distinctions—makes no noise about 
the peculiarities of a party—it is a 
serious, personal concern, and wher- 
ever it takes root, in the human 
heart, will produce its own likeness, 
and its leading features will be dis- 
covered in the tempers and prac- 
tices of all its genuine sons: though, 
while here on earth, they may rank 
under different denominations, and 
some may be called Presbyterians, 
Baptists, &c.; others, Methodists, 
Churchmen, &c. In a word, it will 
make every real subject of its power 
and influence “an honest man,” 
which, as Mr. Pope says, “is the 
noblest work of God.” 

Whatever Mr. Pope might intend 
by that admired line, 

“An honest man’s the noblest work of 

God,” 
I do not know, yet it may be admit- 
ted as a truth, when rightly explain- 
ed; but as it stands, and as it is, per- 
haps, understood by its greatest ad- 
mirers, it is liable to objection; for I 
do not conceive that any can be 
strictly and properly honest, but a 
real Christian: all others are too 
much under the power of se//, to do 
to others as they would others should 
do unio them; and, I think, an uni- 
form conduct upon this principle is 
the test of Aonesty, and that all other 
Specious appearances of it, do not 
deserve the name But where the 
religion of the gospel takes place, 
this principle prevails;—and_ there- 
fore, had Pone said, 
“A Christian man’s the noblest work of 
God,” 

he would have hit the nail upon the 
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head, and the line could be liable tono 
exception;-efor a Christian is cer- 
tainly the noblest work of God in 
this visible world, and bears a much 
brighter impression of his glory and 
goodness than the sun in the firma- 
ment. To illustrate this sentiment, 
| mean here to lay before you a short 
sketch of the Christian’s character; 
of which, when you have taken a 
survey, I think you will judge my 
sentiment to be well founded. 

The Christian is a new creature, 
born and taught from above. He 
has been convinced of his guilt and 
misery as a sinner, has fled for re- 
fuge to the hope set before him, has 
seen the Son, in a gospel glass, and 
believed on him: his natural preju- 
dices against the glory and grace of 
the gospel salvation have been sub- 
dued and silenced by almighty pow- 
er; he has accepted the Beloved, 
and is made acceptable in him: He 
now knows the Lord; has renounced 
the confused, distant, uncomfortable 
notions he once formed of God; and 
now beholds him in Christ, who is 
the way, the truth and the life, the 
only dvor by which he can enter into 
any satisfying knowledge of God, or 
communion with him. But he sees 
God, in Christ, reconciled, a Father, 
a Saviour and a Friend, who has 
freely forgiven him ali his sins, and 
given him the Spirit of adoption: he 
is no longer a servant, much less a 
stranger, but a son; and, because a 
son, an heir, already interested in all 
the promises, admitted to the throne 
of grace; and an assured expectant 
of eternal glory.—-The gospel is de- 
signed to give us not only a perad- 
venture or a probability, but a cer- 
tainty both of our acceptance, and 
grace to persevere, till death shall 
be swallowed up in life. And though 
many are sadly fluctuating, and per- 
plexed on this head, and, perhaps, 
all are so for a season; yet there 
are those who can say, we know that 
we are of God; and therefore they 
are steadfast and unmoveable in his 





7 





“s 


SES sckste $s RAN EERIE AT rs 


1824. 


way; because they are confident 
that their labour shall not be in vain; 
but that when they shall be absent 
from the body, they shall be present 
with the Lord. This is the state of 
the advanced, experienced Christian, 
who being enabled to make his pro- 
fession the chief business of his life, 
is strong in the Lord and in the pow- 
er of his might. Every one who 
has this hope in Christ, purifieth 
himself, even as he is pure.—Hav- 
ing drawn the Christian, as to his 
state,-—I would now attempt a 
sketch of Aie character, respecting 
his temper, formed upon these prin- 
ciples and hopes, under the leading 
branches, of its exercise toward 
God, himself, and his fellow-crea- 
sures. 

The Christian’s temper Godward 
is evidenced by Aumility—He has 
received from Gethsemane and Goi- 
gotha, such a sense of the evil of sin 
and the holiness of God, combined 
with his matchless love to sinners, 
as has deeply penetrated his heart; 
he has an affecting remembrance o! 
the state of rebellion, and enmity, 
in which he once lived, against this 
holy and good God; and he has a 
quick perception of the defilements 
and defects, which still debase his 
best services. His mouth is there- 
fore stopped as to boasting; he is 
vile in his own eyes, and is filled 
with wonder, that the Lord should 
visit such a sinner with such a sal- 
vation. He sees such a vast dis- 
proportion between the obligations 
he is under to grace, and the returns 
he makes, that he is disposed, yea, 
constrained, to adopt the apostle’s 
words without affectation, and to ac- 
count himself “less than_the least of 
all saints;” and knowing his own 
heart, while he sees only the out- 
side of others, he is not easily per- 
suaded there can be a believer on 
earth so faint, so unfruitful, so un- 
worthy as himself —Yet, though a- 
based, he is not discouraged, for he 
enjoys feace. The dignity, offices, 
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blood, righteousness, faithfulness, 
and compassion of the Redeemer; in 
whom he rests, trusts, and lives, for 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification 
and redemption, are adequate to all 
his wants and wishes, provide him 
with an answer to every Objection, 
and give him no less confidence in 
God, than if he were sinless as an 
angel: for he sees, that tho’ sin has 
abounded in him, grace has much 
more abounded in Jesus. With re- 
spect to the past, all things are be- 
come new; with respect tothe present 
and future, he leans upon an Al- 
mighty arm, and relies upon the 
wore and power which made and 
upholds the heavens and the earth. 
Tho’ he feels himself unworthy of 
the smallest mercies, he claims and 
expects the greatest blessings that 
God can bestow; and being rooted 
and ground in the knowledge and 
love of Christ, his peace abides, and 
is not greatly affected, either by the 
variation of his own frames, or the 
changes of God’s dispensations to- 
wards him while here. With such 
a sense of himself, such a Keart-felt 
peace and heavenly hope, how can 
his spirit but breathe love to God 
and his Saviour? It is indeed the 
perfection of his character and hap- 
piness, that his soul is united by love 
to the chief good. The love of Christ 
is the joy of his heart, and the spring 
of his obedience. With his Sa- 
viour’s fresence, he finds a heaven 
begun on earth; and without it, all 
other glories of the heavenly state 
would not content him. The excel- 
lence of Christ—his dying love to 
sinners, and especially to himself, in 
seeking him when lost, and saving 
him to the uttermost But I stop; 
you ean better conceive than I can 
describe, how and why Jesus is dear 
to the heart that knows him. 

That part of the Christian’s life, 
which is not.employed in the active 
service of his Lord, is chiefly spent 
in seeking and maintaining commu- 


nion with him. For he plies the 
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throne of grace, studies the word of 
life, and frequents the ordinances, 
where the Lord has promised to 
meet his people. These are his 
golden hours, and when thus em- 
ployed, how poor and trivial does all 
that the world calls great and impor- 
tant appear in his eyes! Yea, he is 
solicitous to keep up an intercourse 
of heart with his beloved in his busi- 
est scenes; and so far as he can suc- 
ceed, it alleviates all his labours, and 
sweetens all his troubles. And when 
he is neither commuping with his 
Lord, ner acting for him, he ac- 
counts his time lost, and is ashamed 
and grieved. 

The truth of the Christian’s love 
is manilested by his submission.— 
This is twofold, and absolute and 
without reserve in each. He sub- 
mits to Ais revealed will, as made 
known to him by precept and by his 
own example. He aims to tread in 
all his Saviour’s footsteps, and 
makes conscience of all his com- 
mandments, without exception and 
without hesitation. Again, he sub- 
mits to his providential will: he yields 
to his sovereignty, acquiesces in his 
wisdom; he knows he has no right 
to complain of any thing, because he 
is a sinner; and he has no reason, 
because he is sure the Lord does all 
things well. Therefore this submis- 
sion is not forced, but is an act of 
trust. He knows he is not more 
unworthy than he is unable to choose 
for himself, and therefore rejoices 
thatthe Lord has undertaken to man- 
aye for him; and were he compelled 
to make his own choice, he could 
only choose, that all his concerns 
should remain in that hand to which 
he has already committed them.— 
And thus he judges of pudlic a well 
as of his personal affairs. He cannot 
be an unaffected spectator of national 
sins, nor without apprehension of 
their deserved consequences; he 
feels, and almost trembles for others; 
but he himself dwells under the sha- 
dow of the Almighty, in a sanctuary 
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that cannot be forced; and therefore 
should he see the earth shaken, and 
the mountains cast into the midst of 
the sea, his heart would not be great- 
ly moved, because God is his refuge. 
The Lord reigns. He sees his Sa- 
viour’s hands directing every dark 
appearance, and overruling all to the 
accomplishment of his own great 
purposes: this satisfies him; and tho’ 
the winds and the waves should be 
high, he can venture his own little 
bark in the storm, for he has an in- 
fallible and almighty pilot on board 
with him. And indeed, why should 
he fear when he has nothing to lose. 
His best concerns are safe; and other 
things he holds as gifts from his Lord, 
to whom he has already resigned 
them, and by the grace of God he 
will resign them, when the owner 
shall think proper to call for them: 
he well knows that creatures and in- 
struments cannot touch a hair of his 
head without his Lord’s permission, 
and that if he does permit them, it 
must be fur the best. 

I now proceed to consider the 
Christian’s temper respecting him- 
self. He lives not only godly, as 
already described, but soberly. By 
sobriety is meant more than that he 
is nota drunkard; his tempers to- 
ward God of course form him toa 
moderation in all temporal things.— 
He is not scrupulous or supersti- 
tious: he understands the liberty of 
the Gospel, that every creature of 
God is good, if it be received with 
thanksgiving: He does not aim at 
being needlessly singular, nor prac- 
tise self-devised austerities. The 
Christian is neither @ Stoic nor a 
Cynic; vet he finds daily cause for 
watchfulness and restraint. Satan will 
not often tempt a believer to gross 
sins or crimes: our greatest snares 
aid sorest conflicts are usually tound 
in things lawful in themselves ; but 
hurtful to us by their abuse, engros- 
sing too much of our time, or of our 
hearts, or somehow indisposing us 
for communion with God. The 
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Christian will be jealous of any thing 
that might entangle his affections, 
damp his zeal, or straighten him in 
his opportunities of serving his Savi- 
our. He is likewise content with his 
situation, because the Lord chooses 
it for him; his spirit is not eager for 
additions and alterations in his cir- 
cumstances. If Divine Providence 
points out and leads to a change, he 
is ready to follow, tho’ it might be 
what the world would call from a 
better to a worse; for he is a pilgrim 
and a stranger here, and a citizen of 
heaven. As people of fortune some- 
times, in travelling, submit cheer- 
fully to inconvenient accommoda- 
tions, very different from what they 
have at home, and comfort them- 
selves with thinking that they are not 
always to live so; so the Christian is 
not greatly solicitous about externals. 
If he has them he will use them mod- 
erately. If he has but little of them, 
he can make a good use of them ; 
he is but upon a journey, and will 
soon be athome. If he be rich, ex- 
perience confirms our Lord’s words, 
(Luke xii. 15.) “That a man’s life 
(the comforts*of it) consisteth not in 
the abundance of the things he pos- 
sesseth:”” he is satisfied, that a large 
room, a crowd of servants, and twen- 
ty dishes upon his table, add nothing 
to the real happiness of life. There- 
fore he will not have his heart set 
upon such things. If he be in an 
humble state he is more disposed to 
pity than to envy those above him, 
for he judges they must have many 
incumbrances, from which he is 
freed. However the will of God and 
the light of his countenance, are the 
chief things the Christian, whether 
rich or poor, regards; and therefore 
his moderation is made known unto 
all men. 

A third branch of the Christian’s 
temper respects his fellow-creatures. 
He lives righteously as well as so- 
berly and godly. We have, in this 
degenerate. day, among those, who 
claim and are allowed the name of 
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Christian, too many of a narrow, sel- 
fish. mercenary spirit; but in the be- 
ginning it was not so. The Gospel 
is designed to cure such a spirit, but 
gives no indulgerice to it. A Chris- 
tian has the mind of Christ, who 
went about doing good, who makes 
his sun to shine on the evil and the 
good, and sendeth rain upon the just 
and unjust. His Lord’s example 
forms him to the habit of diffusive 
benevolence; he breathes a spirit of 
good-will to mankind, and rejoices 
in every opportunity of being useful 
to the souls and bodies of others, 
without respect to parties or inter- 
ests. Hecommiserates, and would 
if possible, alleviate the miseries of 
all around him; and if his actual ser- 
vices are restrained for want of abil- 
ity, yet all share in his sympathy and 
prayers. Acting in the spirit of his 
Master, he frequently meets with a 
measure of unkind treatment: but if 
his good is requited with evil, he 
labours to overcome evil with good. 
He feels himself a sinner that needs 
much forgiveness: this makes him 
ready to forgive. He is not haughty, 
captious, easily offended, or hard to 
be reconciled; for at the feet of Jesus 
he has learned meckness; and when 
he meets with unkindness, or injus- 
tice, he considers that tho’ he has 
not deserved such things from men, 
they are instruments employed by 
his heavenly Father (from whom he 
has deserved to suffer much more,) 
for his humiliation and chastisement; 
and is therefore more concerned for 
their sins than for his own sufferings, 
and prays, after the pattern. of his 
Saviour, “Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do.” He 
knows he is fallible; therefore cannot 
be possitive. He knows he is frail; 
and therefore dares not be censorious. 
As a member of society, he is just, 
punctual in the discharge of every 
relative duty, faithful to his engage- 
ments and promises, rendering to all 
their dues, obedient to lawful autho- 





rity, and acting to all men according 
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to the golden rule, of doing as we 
would be done by. His conduct is 
simple, devoid of artifice, and con- 
sisient, attending to.every branch of 
duty; ‘and in the closet, the family, 
the church, and in the transactions of 
common life, he is the same man; 
for in every circumstance he serves 
the Lord, and aims to maintain a 
conscience void of offence in his 
sight. No small part of the beauty 
of nis profession, in the sight of men, 
consists in the due government of 
his tongue. The law of truth and 
kindness, and purity, is upon his lips. 
He abhors lying; and is so far from 
inventing a slander, that he will not 
repeat a report to the disadvantage 
of his neighbour, however true, with- 
out a proper call. His converse is 
cheertul, but inoffensive; and he wii} 
no more wound another with his wit, 
if he has a talent that way, than with 
aknile. His speech 1s with grace, 
seasoned with salt, and suitable to 
promote the peace and edification 
of all around him. 

Such is the Christian in civil life; 
but though he loves all mankind, he 
stands in a nearer relation, and 
bears an especial brotherly-love, to 
all who are partakers of the faith 
and hope of the gospel. This re- 
gard is not confiued within the pale 
of a denomination, but extended to 
all who love the Lord Jesus Christ 
in sincerity. He calls no man mas- 
ter iumself; nor does he wish to 
impose a Shiddoieth of his own up- 
on others, tie rejoices in the image 
of God, wherever he sees it, and 
in the work ot God, wherever it is 
carried on. Though tenacious of 
the essential truths of the Gospel, 
his heart is open to those who differ 
from him in points less essential, and 
allows to others that right of private 
judgment which he claims for him- 
self, and is disposed to hold com. 
munion in love with all who hold the 
head. He cannot indeed counte- 
nance those who set aside the one 
fuundation which God has laid in 


REY. MR. JARRATT’S LETTER. 


















AUGUST, 


Zion, and maintain errors derogato- 
ry to the honour of his Lord and Sa- 
viour, or subversive of the faith and 
experience of his people; yet he 
wishes well to their persons, pities 
and prays for them, and is ready ia 
meekness to instruct those who op- 
pose: but there is no bitterness in 
his zeal, being sensible that raillery 
and invective are dishonourable to 
the cause of truth, and quite unsuit- 
able in the mouth of a sinner, who 
owes all that he has to the free grace 
of God. Ina word, he is influenced 
by that wisdom from above, which, 
as it is pure, is likewise peaceable, 
gentle and easy to be entreated, full 
of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality aud without hypocrisy. 

With this spirit and deportment, 
the Christian, while he is enabled to 
maintain a conscience void of offence 
towards God and man, is still sensi- 
ble of great deficiency, and confes- 
ses, that in every thing he comes 
exceeding short, and that his best 
services are not only defective, but 
defiled: He accounts himself an 
unprofitable servant, is abased in his 
own eyes. and derives all his hope 
and comfort, as well as his strength 
from Jesus, whom he hath known, 
received, and trusted, to whom he 
has committed his soul, in whom he 
rejoiceth, and worships God in the 
Spirit, renouncing all confidence in 
the flesh, and esteeming all things as 
loss tor the excellency of the knowl- 
edge of Jesus Christ his Lord. 

Thus have I described the Chris- 
tian in his temper and conduct te- 
wards God, his neighbour and him- 
self—the sketch is drawn from the 
sacred records, and when you have 
read the character, you will join 
with me and say, frodatum est, 

“A Christian man’s the noblest work 

of God.” 

I hope such a Christian I long to 
be—this is the copy after which I 
am writing, tho’, alas! my feeble, 
shaking hand will not permit me to 
come so near it, as I could wish. 
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However, let us keep the copy be- 
fore us, and strive to mend in every 
tine. God I trust, has given us a 
will to go according to this exampler. 
and may he give us grace to act in 
all things according to his own good 


pleasure. So prays 
Your sincere friend &c. 
D. JARRATT. 
b—- 


For the Repertory. 
EXAMPLES OF YOUTHFUL PIETY. 


It was the remark of a very ac- 
curate observer and writer, upon 
the subject of education, the cele- 
brated Mr. Locke, “ that of all the 
men we meet with, nine parts in ten 
are what they are, good or bad, use- 
ful or not, according to their educa- 
tion.” And it was the advice of one 
more eminently wise, which neither 
our own reflections, nor our own ob- 
servation, when fairly examined, 
contradicts, ‘ train up a child in the 
way he should go, and when he is 
old he will not depart from it.”” The 
religious education of children; the 
endeavour to bring them toa serious 
sense and diligent practice of reli- 
gion, while children, is obviously 
our duty; but it is one which is 
commonly attempted under very 
great discouragement, and still more 
commonly entirely neglected. Many 
parents are contented with endea- 
vouring to plant the seeds for future 
increase, as if nothing of much im- 
portance were to be expected at 
present. They scarcely think of 
such a thing as seeking to have their 
children pious in their present 
youthfulness; this is too much for 
their faith, and perhaps often too 
much for their zeal. To lay a foun- 
dation which may be built on here- 
after; to imbue the mind with truths 
which in riper years may, under the 
Divine blessing, conduct it to reli- 
gion, is the utmost object of their 
Jabours. But certainly they enter- 
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of their duty and their privileges.-— 
It is the duty of parents, and of all 
engaged with children, to seck their 
religious instruction not only with a 
view to future scenes of trial and 
temptation, but also, in devout rel 
ance upon the blessing of God, with 
an earnest view to the present seri- 
ous impression of their hearts, and 
to leading them now, while children 
in understanding, and children in 
sin, to repentance and faith in Jesus 
Christ. This is their solemn duty; 
and it is the privilege of all who un- 
dertake it, in dependence on the di- 
vine blessing, to expect success 
through Him who alone “ giveth the 
increase,” as confidently as they 
should look for it in any other sub- 
jects of the same spiritual labour.— 
The neglect of this is one very com- 
mon defect in those plans of reli- 
gious education practised by many 
who think they are training up their 
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children in the way they should go; 
and one reason why more children 


‘among those religiously educated 
are not pious, may much more rea- 


sonably be found in this, than in the 
many defects to which the fact is 
usually attributed. Is it true that 
‘he that soweth to the Spirit shall 
of the Spirit reap life everlasting?” 
And is it not equally true of chil- 
dren as of others? And though, in- 
deed, the increase may be more 
plentiful in ripened age, yet why 


| should jt not be expected to begin 
- 
and to appear luxuriantly before the 


days of childhood have passed? It 


is the beauty of our divine religion 


that it is no better adapted to a phi- 
losopher than to * the weak things 
of this world;” that to the poor, and 
ignorant and simple, ag wel] as the 
wise and learned, the Gospel is 
preached. It carries the same truths 
to all; demands the same submis- 
sion from all; and requires that all 
should seek and depend on the 
same assistance, to enable them to 
understand and embrace its blessed 
truths. Allthe great, saving doc- 
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trines of christianity are as intelligi- 
ble, so far as necessary to be under- 
stood, to achild as toa man. Both 
must be taught of God before they 
can rightly comprehend them, “ for 
they are’piritually discernec;”’ and 
we sce not but that, in this respect, 
the child, being more docile than 
the man, stands upon a footing much 
more favourable for receiving that 
blessed word, which “is able to 
make him wise: unto salvation.”— 
All the powerful motives to the love 
and service of God; all the endear- 
ing promises and invitations of the 
Gospel; all its encouragements and 
pleasures, are as entirely adapted to 
the child as the sage. And, indeed, 
as they require the heart more than 
the mind for their reception, and of 
course address themselves with the 
most power to the heart most unoc- 
cupied, uncorrupted, unhardened, 
the heart most tender and suscepti- 
ble; children more than any others 
seem prepared for the exhortations 
of religion. These ideas are sup- 
ported by every sentiment of the 
Scriptures in reference to children. 
They contemplate children not as 
plants for future increase only, but 
as those in which already the fruits 
of righteousness are to be expect- 
ed. They regard them as not mere- 
ly to be directed how they may find 
and keep the right way, when ar- 
rived at maturity, but as to be plac- 
ed and made to walk in that way, 
now in the days of their youth. 
“Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth.” Are not chil- 
dren as well as grown up youths, 
addressed in this passage, and is it 
not the meaning of the exhortation, 
that in their early youth, they should 
be servants of God? “They that 
seek me early shall find me,” saith 
the Lord. Here isa particular pro- 
mise for the encouragement of chil- 
dren to seek the Lord, and for the 
encouragement of all those who la- 
bour to impress them with the fear 
and love of God. It is a promise 
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which seems especially to call upon 
parents, and those engaged with 
children, to endeavour to make them 
pious ow: as the time which, in 
the view of the Lord, is in every re- 
spect the best. How sweet and 
affectionate is the language of our 
Saviour relative to children! It was 
foretold of him, that, as the great 
and “ good shepherd” of the church, 
he should gather the lambs with his 
arms, and carry them in his bosom; 
and when he came, and children 
were brought unto him, and his dis- 
ciples would have had them taken 
away, how kindly did he take them 
in his arms and bless them! And 
how encouraging was his voice, 
when, in such circumstances, sur- 
rounded with parents, and children 
and disciples, he looked round and 
said, ** Suffer little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not, for of 
such is the kingdom of Heaven!”— 
Must we not infer from this, not on- 
ly that it is our duty to endeavour, 
by the blessing of God, to make 
children pious now, in their early 
youth, but that the Saviour has left 
us particular encouragement for 
such labours? In connection with 
this, let his words to Peter be re- 
membered. After recommending 
to this Apostle the care of his flock, 
in the words “ feed my sheep;” he 
afterwards directed his attention to 
some in particular, “feed my lambs.” 
How sweet this command, “ feed 
my lambs!” The prettiest and most 
interesting objects in a Shepherd’s 
care, are the little, harmless, happy 
lambs, that frisk and play so peace- 
fully upon the pasture. And so, in 
the flock of Jesus Christ, the objects 
which, more perhaps than any, en- 
gage and delight the eye of a chris- 
lian, ave his lambs, exhibiting all the 
happiness and liveliness of religion, 
in connection with the guileless 
countenance and lively sensibilities 
of childhood. We love to look up- 
on a pious child, as one of the most 
lovely objects in the Universe. Fer 
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the same reason, we love to hear 
and read of them; and, supposing 
that others have the same sensations, 
it is our purpose in the present pa- 
per to relate the cases of two exam- 
ples of early piety, together with 
another, though not so late, yet not | 
much known; as well to animate and | 
encourage those who are lahouring | 
in behalf of the rising generation, as | 
for the purpose of contributing to 
the pleasure of our christian read- 
ers. 

We have before us an interesting 
little Tract lately published in Phi- 
ladelphia, coxtaining an account! 
written by the Rev. Mr. Boyd, of | 
St. John’s Church, in that city, and | 
dedicated to the children of his cate- 
chetical classes, of Mary Gosner, | 
who lately died in his congregation, | 
at 10 years of age. 

Mary Gosner is described as ha- | 
ving been, from earliest infancy, re- 
markably engaging in her disposi- 
tion, meek, gentle, obedient, tracta- 
ble, and affectionate. As soon as_ 
capable of reading, her book was 
her constant amusement; and in this 
her parents had reason at once to 
rejoice: for only make a child fond 
of reading, and you guard the mind 
and heart from a thousand evils.— 
Mary’s Bible was her peculiar de- 
light. Often in retired places, she 
was found sitting with her Bible or 
Prayer Book for a companion, want- 
ing no other society. Among the 
Hymns which she specially loved, 
was that which commences— 

“ Holy Bible, book divine! 

Precious treasure, thou art mine: 

Mine to tell me whence I came, 

Mine to tell me what I am.” 

A short time before her sickness, 
she obtained a copy of Mrs. Sher- 
wood’s Stories on the Catechism, a 
book which we join with the author 
of this Tract in sincerely wishing 
were in every family of our congre- 
gations.* With these stories this 

- * Should any reader wish to purchase 
a copy of this book, we recommend him 
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little girl was so delighted, that she 
not only read them all, but could 
repeat in substance a number of 
them. A fondness and regularity 
in attending upon public worship, 
together with an unremitted care in 
the maintenance of private devotion, 
were added to the other character- 
istics of this interesting child. She 
manifested the greatest patience du- 
ring the illness which terminated 
her life. “While she was yet able 
to sit up a good part of the day, it 
was proposed to her to have her 
chair put by the window, that she 
might be diverted by looking into the 
street. She declined in every in- 
stance, and never seemed at a loss 
for any amusement. If any of the 
family or of her friends, who came 
to see her, in their conversation 
talked about worldly or trifling 
things, she would express her disap- 
probation, though with much meek- 
vess and mildness. She desired the 


| conversation of pious persons, and 


was always pleased #0 have them 
pray with and for her. Such as she 
knew would not speak upon the sub- 
ject of religion, but divert her mind 
by a fepetition of the passing circum- 
stances of the day, when she heard 
they were down stairs, she would 
say, “Il hope they wen’t come up; 
I am done with the world.” 

“During her sickness, she took 
unusual pleasure in reading in the 
Bible and other good books, as long 
as she was able. Miss W— fur- 
nished her at different times with 
religious tracts.—She was particu- 
larly pleased with ‘Poor Sarah, or 
the Indian Woman,’ and ‘the ac- 
count of Maria Hughes.’ The lat- 
ter made a very deep impression 
upon her mind, and appears to have 
been the instrument, in the hand of 
Providence, whereby her attention 
was more immediately fixed on 


to be careful to get the Philadelphia 
edition; as that published in Baltimore 
is not a true copy from the English edj- 
tions, in many important respects, 
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death. Though she had been gra- 
dually prepared under the instruc- 
tion she had received, for the ap- 

roach of the ‘King of terrors,’ yet 
it was not till now that she realized 
the thought of dying. Over and 
over again she would say—Dear 
Miss W—, how I thank her for 
those tracts. Poor Maria Hughes, 
she was a great sufferer; but she 
was happy. That tract first led ine 
to think seriously of eternity.” 

*On Monday, 29th March, when 
her grandmother came at her re- 
quest to the bedside, she said to her 
with great composure, “I am going 
to leave you. The pain is here,” 
laying her hand upon her breast.— 
Her grandmother asked her, “Do 
you uot wish to see your father and 
mother?” “QO yes!” she replied, 
“but then they cannot relieve me, 
and why should I distress them?” 
Her grandmother went down stairs 
and called her parents, thinking per- 
haps that her end was near. When 
her father came to the side of the 
bed, looking him in the face, she 
said, “Father, | am going—I am 
going to Jesus.” Her father said to 
her, “my dear child, you must pray 
to the Lord: he can do more for you 
than I can.” She replied, looking 
upward—-“Come, Lord Jesus, and 
take me to thyself.” At this mo- 
ment, her mother came forward, so 
that she saw her. “QO! mother, pray 
to the Lord; you and father both 
pray, that you may meet me again 
in Heaven.” 

“She conversed but little after this 
until Tuesday evening at 9 o’clock, 
when she desired that her parents 
might be called. They came and 
sat upon the side of the bed. Look- 
ing at them with a happy expression 
of countenance, she said +I am go- 
ing to Heaven; O! pray that you 
may come there too. 
to be there, and you afar off: how 
can I bear to hear that naughty word 
said to you, ‘Depart ye cursed into 
everlasting fire;” Oh no! I hope you 
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will hear those other words, ‘Come 
ye blessed children of my Father.” 
After a short pause, she added, ‘I 
have now got two fathers; you are 
one, and the other is my heavenly 
Father: I would not part with him 
for all the world. My dear father, 
I must go and leave you.’ Her fa- 
ther said’ ‘must you go, my dear?’ 
She answered, ‘Yes, my heavenly 
Father wants me; behold the litle 
angels: I see them waiting, with their 
trumpets in their hands, to welcome 
me to my Saviour.’ . 
“At this time, the members of the 
family were all assembled in the 
room. ‘Turning to her sisters, she 
said, first to Anna, the eldest, ‘Anna, 
you are not my own sister: but I love 
you very much, and hope to meet 
you in Heaven. Oh! I don’t want 
to have you cast away. You must 
never dispute or quarrel with your 
sister; but pray to the Lord, that you 
may meet me again.’ Then addres- 
sing herself to Fanny, she said, ‘I 
don’t wish you either, Fanny, to be 
cast away.” To both her sisters she 
said, ‘You think, perhaps, that rich 
people only goto heaven. No! No! 
The poor go there too, and the vil- 
est if they will repent. Look at La- 
zarus: poor Lazarus, he lay at the 
rich man’s gate, and begged for the 
crumbs which fell from his table, and 
he would not give them to him: 
moreover the dogs came and licked 
his sores. And Lazarus died, and 
was carried into Abraham’s bosom, 
(while she said this her whole soul 
appeared to be exercised in the sub- 
ject, making appropriate gestures as 
she proceeded) and the rich man 
also died, and was intorment. And 
he cried, Oh! father Abraham, send 
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of 
his finger in water and cool my tongue, 
for lam tormented. There is poor 
Mrs. G--, (referring toa poor woman, 
who had died triumphing in the faith 
of the gospel a few days before) she 
is now an angel of light; one of the 
best, Oh no! (she added, checking 
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herself) not the best for they are all 
alike.”” 

“After a short pause, she began 
again to speak: “I have a dear good 
father down stairs, and I know he 
loves me, and I love him; yet I love 
my heavenly Father better. I know 
you all wish me to live, and you try 
every thing you can to help me. I'll 
remember your kindness, and pray 
for you all” Then casting up her 
eyes, her countenance full of expres- 
sion, she said,** There is my Saviour: 
he is waiting to receive me. I can- 
not see him but he sees me, and I 
love him more than silver or goid : 
ten thousand times better.” 

“Addressing herself to Mrs. Y—, 
her nurse, she said as before, I hope 
to see you too in heaven; | don’t 
wantto have you castaway.” Adding, 
with much feeling and emphasis, * 1 
wish every body to go to heaven, 
our boys too, (alluding to her father’s 
apprentices) and Mrs. B—and every 
body.” 

“When Mrs. W—, a neighbour, 
came into the room, she fixed her 
eyes upon her and said, “Oh! Mrs. 
W—, I dont want to see you sink to 
despair—look at the rich man, and 
poor Lazarus,” and repeated again 
what she had said before. 

“It was now near 11 o’clock at 
night, when she recollected that she 
had not seen her litule brother during 
the day. “ There is my dear little 
brother, (she observed) for all he did 
not come to see me to day, 1 love 
him as much as ever.” Her brother 
was now brought to her out of bed. 
When he came, she threw her arms 
around his neck, and with many 
tears said, ‘O! my dear brother, I 
hope you won’t be lost; Oh! no, no.’ 
Her grandmother said, ‘Mary, you 
forget yeur little sister.” ‘No, (said 
she) I have nothing to say to her: 
she knows no sin as yet; 1 can say 
nothing to her.” Her mother, who 
had the child in her arms, walked 
away towards the window, weeping. 
Mary saw her, and said ‘mother, 
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Ob! don’t cry: you will make your- 
self sick; don’t cry for me, 1 am 
going to my Saviour.’ 

“On Wednesday morning, her 
sister asked her if she should send 
for Mr. B— to come and pray with 
her. ‘Yes, (she replied) but he 
cannot help these pains; he can 
kneel down though and pray for my 
soul,” Anna went down stairs, and 
in a few minutes returned. When 
she came back, addressing her with 
much feeling, she said, ‘Oh! Anna, 
perhaps this is the last time the 
Lord will suffer me to open my 
mouth to speak to you; my dear 
Anna, remember me; remember 
the day when I am laid in my grave. 
You see me here now, but on Sun- 
day next you will see me down in 
the parlour, on that long board.’* 
Her grandmother asked her, * How 
do you know that, Mary?” She an- 
swered, * My heavenly Father tells 
me so:’ and imiediately added, 
‘They will come and say to you, 
‘Where is Mary?’ and you will say, 
‘ She is down in the we. And 
when my body lies there, I shall hear 
those words addressed to me, ‘Come 
ye blessed children of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the 
world.” 

“A short time after this, they took 
her out of bed, thinking she would 
be easier sitting, as she had been ac- 
customed to do a part of the day, 
upon her chair. She was somewhat 
exhausted by the exertion, and ub- 
served, ‘I don’t think I shall be a- 
ble to speak much more, my breath 
is almost gone.” At that moment 
she found great difficulty in breath- 
ing, leaned back her head upon the 
chair, and appeared to be giving up 
the ghost; then fetching a long sigh, 
she recovered, and opening her eyes, 
said, ‘ O! I thought I was in Heaven, 
but my time is not yet come. I 
have not yet sufficiently repented of 


* Alluding to the board on which dead 
bodies were usually laid out. 





a 


po eee dl 
“saat 


————————————— 
ne — a 





roa 
= ——— 

















te. ® 





Rin ali a I ce ON 


30 


my sins, and must yet be cleansed 
more perfectly in the blood of Jesus. 
©! kneel down, and pray that God 
will take me to himself.” While 
they were on their knees, she said, 
‘Tell my father to send for Mr. B— 
to come and pray for me; I want to 
go, | want to go.” Recovering her- 
self a lite, she said to her grand- 
mother, ‘O! my aged grandmother, 
1 thopght that I should see you go 
first, but it will not be so, I shall go 
before you. Pray, my dear grand- 
mother, that you may come to me 
in Heaven. I must leave you now, 
but do pray that we may meet again.’ 

“ Mr. B—- came up to the bed at 
this time, and said, ‘Well, Mary, 
you will not be long with us now: 
have you any fears of death?’ ‘QO! 
no, (she replied) my heavenly la- 
ther wants me.” During prayer, 
though she was in great pain, her 
countenance remained unmoved, her 
eyes were closed, and her hands 
clasped over her breast. It appear- 
ed to those who were standing over 
her, that her bodily sufferings were 
forgotten, while her soul was engag- 
ed in the exercise of devotion. Af- 
ter this she talked but little during 
the morning, except vow and then; 
when her pains were subsiding a 
little, she would say, ¢ Oh! I thought 
that would have been my last pain, 
but my time is not yet come.’ 

“In the afternoon of the same 
day, she was sitting on her chair, 
with her head resting on a pillow 
before her, a posture jn which she 
found the greatest case. Raising 
her head and observing her grand- 
mother, who was sitting by her with 
a book in her hand: ‘ Grandmother, 
you have got the Prayer Book; I 
wish you would read some of those 
hymns to me.” Her grandmother 
asked her which she would like to 
hear: she replied, there are many 
pretty ones. ‘There is, ‘Come 
Holy Spirit;’ I believe I can sing 
that yet, if my breath is not teo 
short.” She began to sing, 
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* Come Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove, 

With all thy quickening powers.’ 
Here she had to stop; saying, *grand- 
mother, I can’t finish it, my breath 
is gone.’ 

« On Friday morning, after a rest- 
less and painful night, she seemed 
to forget her pains in the desire 
which she had to hear, or to say 
some good thing. ‘ Grandmother, 
said she, now will you get my books 
that I used to have, and find some 
pretty hymns, and read them for 
me?’ Fler grandmother sat down 
by her side, and read for some time. 
When Mary appeared to be asleep, 
she said to her, ‘1 am afraid I dis- 
turb you; you want rest.” *O no, 
(said she) I hearall you read.’ Be- 
ing asked if she wished to hear any 
particular hymns; she said, ¢ they 
are all pretty;’ and then spoke again 
of the hymn for Whitsunday, 
‘Come Holy Spirit.’ ¢ There is also, 

“When I can read my title clear, 
To mansions in the skies.” 

And, 

“Jesus my all, to heaven is gone, 

He whom I fix my hopes upon.” 
Her grandmother read these to her, 
and afterwards selected such as she 
thought would be interesting. When 
she came to the following hymn, 
Mary said, ‘ O, grandmother, is not 
that a beautiful hymn? Read it again 
for me.’ 
‘Mary, I am afraid you will be too 
much fatigued; you want a little 
rest.” With perfect submission, 
she replied, ‘I believe I will take a 
little sleep, if I can; but won’t you 
read that hymn for me again when 
IT awake? Several times during the 
day, she wished to hear it, remark- 
ing every time, ¢ That is my hymn; 
that suits me.’ It is as follows: 


*“SANCTIFIED SICKNESS,” 
*Stretch’d on the bed of grief, 
In silence long I lay; : 
For sore disease, and wasting pain, 
Had worn my strength away. 
The work, the mighty work 
Of life, so long delay’d; 


Her grandmother said, . 
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Repentance yet to be begun, 
Upon a dying bed. 


Then to the Lord I pray’d, 

And rais’d a feeble cry; 

Hear me, 0! God, and save my soul, 
Lest | for ever die. 


He heard my humble cry, 

He saved my soul from death: 

To him V’ll give my heart and hands, 
And censecrate my breath. 

Ye sinners, fear the Lord 

While yet ’tis call’d to-day; 

Soon will the awful voice of death 
Command your souls away.” 


“On Friday afternoon at 2 o’clock, 
she said to her grandmother, ‘I wish 
you would get that hymn, grandmo- 
ther, and read it to me for the last 
time.’ Her grandmother said, ‘Ma- 
ry, you don’t know that it will be the 
last ume.’ ‘Yes I do, (she replied) 
for to-morrow is my lastday’ Eve- 
ry little while during the afternoon, 
she would say, taking hold of her 
grandmother’s hand, her eyes lifted 
upward, and a sweet smile on her 
countenance, ‘J am going, | am go- 
ing to leave you.” When her pains 
would come on, her grandmother 
wished her to take her laudanum, as 
she had done before. She put it 
away from her; saying, ‘Oh! no: it 
wont help me.” Her grandmother 
turned away to conceal her feelings. 
She saw her weeping, and said, ‘Oh! 
don’t cry: I dont want to see any bo- 
dy cry for me; I am going to Hea- 
ven, and will be happy.’ 

“From this time until about 11 
o’cluck at night, she gradually be- 
came weaker and weaker: when an 
evident change took place, and it 
was plain that her dissolution was 
drawing near. While struggling 
with death, in the very act of going 
down into the dark valley, it appear- 
ed that her heavenly shepherd per- 
mitted her to see for a moment, 
those fearful enemies from whose 
power she had been delivered. As 
if she saw the evil spirits gathering 
round her, with an expressive mo- 
tion of her hand, she said, ‘Go away; 
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I don’t want you: I wont go with 
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lyou.’ And then, becoming perfect- 

ly composed, casting her eyes up to 
| heaven, with a sweet smile, silently 
/commending her spirit to God, she 
fell asleep in Christ, a few minutes 
after 12 o'clock.” 


It is not that such instances of 
youthful piety are unparalleled, by 
any means, that we adduce them; 
but on the contrary, as examples of 
what God, in his mercy to sinners, 
and to the glory of his grace, has of- 
ten wrought, and is willing to work, 
in answer to faithful labours and 
prayer. We earnestly hope the in- 
teresting case already related, and 
those to follow, may bave the effect 
of stirring up the hearts of parents 
and teachers of youth, to seek more 
earnestly the conversion and sancti- 
fication of those under their charge. 

( To be continued, ) 


To the Editors of the Theological Reper- 
tory. 
GENTLEMEN: 

There are few works of a devo- 
tional nature that deserve to occupy 
a more distinguished place in the 
estimation of christians in general, 
than the inimitable “ Imitation of 
Christ,” by Thomas A. Kempis.— 
This litle volume presents one con- 
tinued strain of fervent piety, expres- 
sed in words that may truly be said 
to glow; and is so well calculated to 
excite similar sentiments in the mind 
of the reader, that the heart must 
be excessively callous which can 
peruse it without feeling additional 
excitement to religion and holiness. 
It presents itself in a more interest- 
ing view, when it is considered that 
it was a ray of vital godliness shot 
across the dark opaque of supersti- 
tion and error, and that its author 


was doubtless a part of that leaven 
which prevented the whole of Chris- 
tendom from becoming one dread- 
ful mass of corruption, calculated 
to produce the most awful eviden- 





ces of divine wrath, scarcely less 























signal than the overthrow of the de- 
voted cities, or the universa! deluge. 
Having lately been much delighted, 
and in some degree profited, by the 

rusal of this work in the original, 

was very much struck with the 
excellency of that comprehensive 
compendium at the close of the 
work, which the author terms “ A 
Universal Prayer,” and observes 
that it is designed to present an 
epitome of the whole composition. 
As it may probably be useful in 
furnishing ejaculatory petitions to 
your pious subscribers, and will ex- 
cite more attention to its design in 
this detached form, I have taken the 
liberty to forward a translation of it 
for insertion in your excellent Mis- 
cellany; earnestly praying, that, 
should you deem it suitable for ad- 
mission, it may be rendered a gene- 
ral blessing. 

CatHOLicus. 


A Universal Prayer. 

O, Lord, I believe, but let me be- 
lieve more firmly; I hope, but let 
me hope more securely; I love, but 
let me love more ardently; | grieve, 
but let me grieve more severely. 

I adore thee as my first begin- 
ning; I desire thee as my ultimate 
end; J praise thee as my constant 
benefactor; I invoke thee as my 
kind defender. 

Direct me by thy wisdom; re- 
strain me by thy justice; comfort 
me by thy mercy; protect me by 
thy power. 

I consecrate tothee all my thoughts, 
that they may proceed from thee; 
all my words, that they may refer to 
thee; all my actions, that they may 
be conformable to thy will; all my 
sufferings, that they may be for thy 
sake. 

I desire whatever thou desirest; 
I desire because thou desirest; I de- 
sire as thou. desirest; I desire as 
long as thou desirest. 

I beseech thee to illuminate my 


understanding, to inflame my affec- || 


A UNIVERSAL PRAYER. 








AUGUST, 


tions, to preserve my body, to sanc- 
tify my soul. 

May I lament my past transgres- 
sions; repel future temptations; cor- 
rect vicious propensities; Cultivate 
suitable virtues. 

Grant me, gracious God, the love 
of thyself; the hatred of myself; anxi- 
ety for the welfare of my neighbour; 
aid contempt of the world. 

May I study to obey my supe- 
riors; to be condescending to my 
inferiors; to consult my friends; to 
spare my enemies. 

May I subdue pleasure by auste- 
rity, avarice by liberality, anger by 
lenity, luke-warmness by fervour. 

Render me prudent in counsel, 
courageous in danger, patient in ad- 
versity, humble in prosperity. 

Grant, O, Lord, that I may be at- 
tentive to prayer, temperate in my 
food, diligent in the exercise of my 
talent, firm in my resolution. 

May I be careful to have inward 
innocence, outward modesty, an ex- 
emplary conversation, a regular 
life. 

May I watch diligently to subdue 
nature, to cherish grace, to observe 
thy law, to obtain salvation, 

May I learn from thee how in- 
significant is that which is earthly, 
how glorious that which is divine, 
how short that which is temporal, 
how durable that which is eternal. 

Grant that I may anticipate death, 


‘prepare for judgment, avoid hell, 


obtain heaven. AMEN. 


Communicated for the Repertory. 
ON THE DUTY OF MASTERS TO 
SERVANTS. 

By the direction of a wise and 
Divine Providence, a certain por- 
| tion of mankind have become sub- 
_ject and are under the yoke of bon- 
dage to their fellow-creatures. It 
'is to the condition of these slaves, 
that I would now call the attention 
| of those who have them in charge. 
Persons who Jive not in the fear of 
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their Maker, perhaps may pass by 
subjects of this kind, as of little con- 
sequence—but let them recollect, 
that our fives here are nothing com- 
pared to eternity, and that they are 
awfully responsible for every talent 
given them to keep—that when they 
pass from this to another world, it 
will then be too late to repent or re- 
flect, and with bitter anguish they 
will see, that this great talent has 
been unimproved, and they have 
left undone what it was their duty to 
do. St. Paulsays, “Masters give 
unto your servants that which is 
equal and right”—and he also ad- 
monishes the servants to obey their 
masters. We ought to perform our 
duty in that station of life in which 
it has pleased the Almighty to call 
us, whether as masters or servants 
With regard to labour, which many 
slaves perform on the Sabbath, read 
this commandment, which is divine 
— “Remember that thou keep holy 
the Sabbuth-day. Six days shalt thou 
labour, and do all that thou hast to 
do; but the seventh day isthe Sabbath 
of the Lord thy God, In it thou 
shalt do no manner of work; thou 
and thy son, and thy daughter, thy 
man servant, and thy maid servant, 
thy cattle, and the stranger that is 
within thy gates; for in six days the 
Lord made Heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that in them is, and rest- 
ed the seventh day; wherefore the 
Lord blessed the seventh day and 
hallowed it.” The servant labours 
and toils from the rising of the sun 
until the going down of the same, 
for six days, in cold, hot, wet or dry 
weather, seed time and harvest; then 
it is just and right that they should 
have the 7th forrest. It is the duty 
of masters, to provide not only for 
their temporal good, but also their 
spiritual; teaching them, that denying 
all ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
they should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in this world. They ought 
to have the privilege of attending 
divine worship as much as possible. 
VoL. 6.....No. 1—K 


day? 
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It is customary fn these days to 
allow slaves the privilege of coming 
to town on the Sabbath, for the par 
pose of buying and selling. Would 
it not be much better for the autho- 
rities of different towns to put a 
stop to this violation of that sacred 
There is no doubt there are 
many persons in the country, who 
would prefer letting their servants 
come to town on Saturday evening, 
instead of the Sabbath day. The 
slaves then would have an opportu- 
nity of getting a better price for the 
little they bring; and also buy goods 
to better advantage. They would 
likewise have an opportunity of at- 
tending some place of divine wor- 
ship on the Sabbath. If these things 
were so, the master would have 
more pleasure in his slave, and re- 
ceive more benefit from him. 

Then let christians set the exam- 
ple, and others seeing its utility will 
follow them. Then we shall have 
better servants. And let us remem- 
ber, that when we are in the grave, 
all ranks are levelled. Let us now 
perform our duty to them here; since 
the Scriptures point that duty out; 
and when we shall all appear at the 
judgment seat of Christ, let not the 
neglect of this duty rise up and con- 
demn us at that day. J. 


For the Repertory. 
AN INVOCATION, 
Oh, Holy Ghost!—Spirit divine! 
Come breathe thy sacred influence 
here; 
Guide thou this trembling heart of mine; 
In grief or joy, still hover near. 


When with the first bright beam of 
morn, . 
Night’s airy visions fade away; 
Do thou illume my day new-born, 
And shed abroad a brighter ray. 


% 


So may a pure and fervent flame, 
Kindle the prayer, the song of praise; 
And these, through a Redeemer’s name, 
A mortal voice may dare to raise. 
And still while ling’ring in the West, 
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Appears the last faint beam of ev’ny 
Then, holy Spirit, fill my breast, 
And waft each pray’rful sigh to heav’n. 


Won by a Saviour’s dying love, 
Oh, may I catch one ray divine! 
And fixing all my thoughts above, 
Be, holy Spirit! ever Thine! es 


[eprrortat.] 
TRANSUBSTANTIIATION. 

In a late number of the ¢Catholic 
Miscellany’, we were severely re- 
buked for exposing the absurdity of 
the doctrine of Transubstantion. It 
appears that the head and front of 
our offending, consisted in publish- 
ing a communication from our cor- 
respondent ‘Luther’, in which was 
related an anecdote of an attempt to 
convert a Protestant Lady to the 
faith of Popery. It appears that the 
lady, after much importunity from 
her husband, and the usual arts of 
Catholic Priests had been practised 
to bring her over to the ¢rue faith, 
consented to join the church, upon 
condition of being allowed to make 
the wafer for the sacrament. This 
being granted, she mixed with the 
flour a little arsenic, and after all 
things were prepared, advised the 
Priest of what the wafer was com- 

osed, and insisted on his eating it. 
‘his he refused, and by his refusal, 
evidently shewed that he did not be- 
lieve this unscriptural and idolatrous 
tenet, so industriously and pertina- 
ciously inculcated by many Papists. 

The ‘Miscellany’ attempts, in a 
very curious and Jesuitical man- 
ner, to shew that because a little 
poisonous substance was mingled 
with the flour, therefore God would 
not or could not change it into the 
real and substantial body and blood 
of Jesus Christ. But surely the 
same power that can change the one, 
can with the same ease change the 
other. 

The argument of the ‘Miscellany’ 
is, that pure bread is the only sub- 
stance which God will transubstan- 
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tiate; therefore, this bread not being 
pure, it would remain equaily poi- 
sonous after all their prayers and ce- 
remonies of consecration, as before. 

Pray, Mr. “Miscellany,” what 
would become of tie priest, and per- 
haps a whole congregation, should 
ang poisonous substance accidental- 
ly be mingled with the flour before 
using it? Besides it must be obvi- 
ous to every man of science that it 
is entirely impossible ever to obtain 
the component parts of which the 
purest bread is made, without some 
foreign substance united with it— 
Ergo. God will not transubstantiate 
it. So that upon the ground taken 
by the ‘Miscellany,’ he must, agree- 
ably to his own reasoning, give up 
one point of the favourite, but to us 
atleast absurd tenet af his church. 

With regard to the charge of pla- 
giarism, we shall only say that we 
were entirely ignorant of any such 
pamphlet or story as the *Miscella- 
ny’ refers to, ever being circulated 
on the other side of the Atlantic.— 
The charge, if true, falls not on us; 
but on our friend “Luther.” But 
we apprehend that, like his prede- 
cessor of famous memory, he has 
spoken too many truths to be. wil- 
lingly credited by those who build 
their religious faith as much upon 
the traditions of men as upon the 
pure word of God. 

We shall close this short article, 
by putting a few questions to our 
friend the ‘Miscellany.’ 

1. At the institution of the Lord’s 
Supper, did the Saviour, when he 
took the bread in his hand and said, 
“this is my body,” mean that it was 
a part of his human and divine na- 
ture, then present before his disci- 
ples, or something superaded; or 
did he refer to the body with which 
he arose from the dead and ascend- 
ed into Heaven? 

2. When he took the cup and 
said “this cup is my blood’ of the 
New Testament”; did he mean the 
vessel itself, or the wine contained 
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in the vessel? 

S. If the doctrine of transubstan- 
tiation be true; how many barrels of 
flour, since the ninth century, when 
transubstantiation was first declared 
to be an article of faith in the church 
of Rome, have been changed into 


the body, blood, soul and divinity of | 


the Lord Jesus Christ? 
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| We answer, 100,000 barrels at 
least: and leave our friend the ‘Mis- 
cellany,’ to correct us if we are 
wrong. This would make a larger 
body than the Saviour ever laid claim 
i} to, and one which we think would 
‘hardly be compatible with our no- 
tions of human form. 





Riterary and Philosophical Xutelligence. 


1. Ata late meeting of the Bristol 
Philosophical and Literary Society, the 
Rev. W. D. Conybeare communicated 
information he had received from the 
Rev. Professor Buckland, of the recent 
discovery of the fossil skeleton of a most 
remarkable animal, somewhat resemb- 
ling the Ichthyosaurus, but distinguish- 
ed by the extreme length of its neck, 
which consists of about forty vertebra, 
and which would enable the living ani- 
mal to extend its head to its tail. The 
length of the whole is about five feet. 

2. The red snow, discovered by Capt. 
Ross, on the mountains, in high N, lati- 
tude, is not without example. A recent 
traveller remarks, that it occurs every 
year im the Alps. Saussure has given a 
full account of it, as occurring on Mount 
Breven and the great St. Bernard. He 


: thought the red powder might be the 


pollen of some Alpine plant; but no 
plant yielding such a powder, is known 
in switzerland. 

3. The remains of the population of 
Scio, not discouraged by their afflictions, 
are zealously promoting the publication 
of the ancient Greek classics, edited by 
Coray, the patriarch of ancient and mo- 
dern Greek literature. This Island, be- 
fore it was ravaged by Turkish barbari- 
ty, had 100,000 inhabitants; a public li- 
brary of 12,000 volumes; schools of lit- 
erature, philosophy, and the sciences; 
a printing office, and various other en 
lightened and benevolent institutions.— 
Its population is now 8000, 

4. An Agricultural Society has been 
formed at Sierra Leone, and a large 
tract of land in the Province of Hastings 
devoted to experiments with cotton, 
pepper, ginger and indigo, which grow 
wild. The roads opened into the inte- 
rior have led native traders to Freetown; 





and instead of cofilahs of slaves, caravans 
of gold merchants now. visit that place. 
One of the richest ever known in the 
Colony lately arrived from Melicouri: 
and the trade with the interior increases 
daily. The number of store-houses in 
Freetown is 107, and 12 more are in 
progress. 

5. The Diana steam-boat, built at 
Kidderpore, near Calcutta, made her 
first trip on the Ganges, between Cal- 
cutta and Chinsurah, July 12, 1823,— 
The novel spectacle excited much as- 
tonishment among the natives.—{ Chris- 
tian Obs, March, 

6. The American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences have proposed a premium 
of one hundred dollars in value, or the 
Academy’s gold medal, for the best es- 
say on the following subject: “ An enu- 
meration and an account of the mate- 
rials which exist for the history of the 
native tribes of America, before the dis- 
covery of the continent by Columbus.” 
Ail essays to be sent to the correspond- 
ing secretary, Professor Everett, on or 
before March Ist, 1825, with sealed let- 
ters containing the names of the authors. 

7. G. Hassel, of Weimar, has lately 
published, in German, a new and com- 
plete Geography of the United States of 
America, in 1200 8vo. pages. It forms 
the 17th volume of a General System of 
Geography, and is described by a French 





of our country yet given to the world. 


Reviewer as the most complete account 


8. Doctors Van Rensellaer, Kay, and 
Cooper, of the Lyceum of Natural His- 
tory, New York, have discovered ano- 
ther skeleton of the great Mastodon of 
Cuvier, the American Mammoth, at Pop- 
lar, Monmouth county, N J. It is nearly 
entire, and lay buried in a swamp, ten 


feet beneath the surface. When put 
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together, it will be deposited in the Ly- 
coum.—(U_ 8. Lit. Reg. 

9. Twonew Quarterly Reviews have 
been commenced in England, one at 
Cambridge, and the other in London,— 

The latter 1s denominated, “ The West- 
minster Review.” 

10. A Royal Society of Literature, si- 
milar in its organization to the Royal 
Philosophical Society, has been institut- 
ed in Great Britain, with the Bishop of 
St. Davids for President. Ten members 
will be termed “ Royal Associates,” and 
will receive a pension of one hundred 
— from the king. Mr. Coleridge, 

. Malthus, and Sir W, Ouseley, are 
among those thus honoured; and Mr. 
Mitford, the historian of Greece, has re- 
ceived one of the Socicty’s gold medals. 

11. A folio volume has been publish- 
ed at the Royal Press at Naples, with 
107 plates, under the title of “ Decora- 
tions of the walls and pavements pf the 
chambers of ancient Pompeii.” 

12. A Latin MS. of Milton, on a reli- 
gious subject, with many Hebrew quo- 
tations, containing 735 pages, has been 
discovered in the State Paper Office, 
London. Milton’s situation as Latin secre- 
tary to Cromwell, will account for the 
place of its deposite. It is now in course 
of publication,with an English translation. 

13. Facilities for the study of Chinese 
literature are daily increasing. Besides 
the account of the numerous Chinese 
MSS. in the Royal Library at Paris, and 
the valuable Grammar in one volume, 
8vo. by M. Abel Remusat; the Russian 
Archimandrite Hyacinthus, lately return- 
ed from Pekin to Petersburg, has pre- 
pared a General History of China, from 
2357 years before Christ, to A. D. 1633, 
in 9 volumes, folio;—a werk on its Ge- 
ography and Statistics, in 2 volumes, fo- 
hio;—-a Russian and Chinese Dictionary; 
four works on the Geography and Histo- 
ry of Thibet and little Bucharia;—Histo- 
ry of the Mongols;—a Description of 
Pekin;—a translation of the works of 
Confucius, &c, In addition to this, the 
sealous missionary, Morrison, has brought 
home to England a Chinese Library of | 
10,000 volumes; the free use of which | 
he tenders to all who are desirous of | 

rosecuting such studies. Dr. Morrison | 
is the author of a Chinese Dictionary, in 
6 volumes, 4to; printed in China, by the 
E. J. Company, at an expense of 15,0001. 

14. A prize poem, written in the 
Eloo, or sacred language of Ceylon, 

with a Cingalese interpretation, by the 











present High-Priest of Ceylon, has been 
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presented to the Sheffield Literary So. 
ciety. It procured for its author his of- 
fice, and was delivered on the day of his 
installation before the King of Candy 
and his court. The High-Priest gave it 
to Mr. B. Clough, Missionary in the Is- 
land. It is written on the leaf of the 
Talipot tree, which, if kept dry, may be 

reserved for centuries, It is writtea 

eautifully in squares, and may be read 
in a connected manner in any direction, 
Works preparing for Publication, or in 

the Press. 

E. Littel, of Philadelphia, proposes to 
publish “ Horne’s Introduction to the 
Scriptures;” price to subscribers $12,— 
“ Sermons on the principal events and 
truths of Redemption,” by Bishop Ho- 
bart; and “Sermons” by the late Bishop 
Moore, of New York, are in press by T, 
and J. Swords, New York. New edi- 
tions of “ Shuckford’s Connections of 
Sacred and Profane History;” the works 
of Flavius Joseyhus; and scott’s Famil 
Bible, 4to. edition, will soon be issued, 
A System of Universal Geography, from 
the French of Malte-Brun, 7 vols. 8vo.,; 
Greek and English Lexicon, by Mr. 
Pickering, of Salem, Mass. A work on 
Geology, is preparing by J. W. Webster, 
M.D. Professor Everett proposes to 
publish an “ American Annual Register 
of History and Politics,” in volumes of 
900 pages yearly; price $5 per annum. 
Professor Anthon, of New York, has in 
press Alvary’s Latin Prosody, enlarged; 
and Neilson’s Greek Exercises, enlarg- 
ed andimproved. Rev. Mr. Schmucker 
will soon publish Flatt’s edition of Stors 
Theology, translated from the German, 
with additions—strongly recommended 
by the Professors of the Theological Se- 
minaries of Andover, New York, and 
Princeton. Rev. W. Chapin, of Wood- 
stock, Vt.is preparing a Missionary Ga- 
zetteer. 

New Publications. 

Diviniry.—An Exhibition of Unita- 
rianism, Tract No. 1, pp. 35; ‘Turner’s 
Notes on Romans; Sermons by the late 
Rev. David Osgood, Pastor of the Church 
in Medford; Hints on Extemporgneous 
Preaching, by Henry Ware; New Tes- 
tament, with references and questions, 
historical, doctrinal, practical, and expe- 
rimental, for Bible Classes, Sunday 
Schools, families, &c. by Hervey Wilbur; 
Sacred Geography, with three maps, by 
Thomas T. Smiley; Two Discourses 08 
the Atonement, by Moses Stuart, of An- 
dover; Village Hymns for social wor 
ship, by A Nettleton; The Spanish 
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Daughter, by Rev. George Butt and his 
daughter, Mrs. Sherwood; Plea for Mi- 
nisterial Liberality, by J. M. Duncan, of 


‘Baltimore; Profession is not Principle, 


by the author of Decision; Nott’s Ser- 
mons for Children, vol. 2d; Potter on 
Church Government; Claude’s Essay; 
Jay’s Family Prayers, third American ed. 

Miscettaxzovs.—Politics of Ancient 
Greece, from the German of Heeren, by 
George Bancroft; Smellie’s Philosophy 
of Natural History, with introduction, ad- 
ditions and alterations, by J. Ware, M. 
D.; The Greek Reader, by Professor Ja- 
cobs, edited by Professor Everett; Ele- 
ments of Geography, ancient and mo- 
dern, by J. A. Cummings, 9th edition; 
Flora of the Middle and Northern States, 
by J. Torrey, M. D.; Cicero de Republi- 
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‘ca, Boston; Journal of a Tour in Italy in 
| 1821, with a description of Gibraltar, by 
jan American; Elements of ic, by Le- 
vi Hedge, 4th edition; Boston- 
| censis, 2d edition, by Jacob Bigelow, 
| M. D.; Cowper’s Private Correspond- 
| ence; Sketches of the Earth and its In- 
habitants, by J. E. Worcester; Notes on 
| Mexico, made in Autumn, 1822, by a 
citizen of the United States; Prose by a 
Poet, by James Montgomery; Course of 
Study, preparatory to the Bar and Sen- 
ate, by George Watterston; Eaton’s 
Manual of Botany, improved and enlarg- 
ed, 4th edition; Long’s second Ex 
tion to the source of St. Peter’s, &c.; 
Lives of the ancient Philosophers, from 





Cormack. 


is French of Fenclon, by Rev. Joha 
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“See how these Christians love one ano- 
ther.” 
From the Missionary Herald, 
JOURNAL OF MESSRS, GOODELL AND BIRD. 


Parting Celebration. 

Matra, Oct. 22d, 1823. As we 
shall probably sail before the Sab- 
bath, we this evening commemorat- 
ed the death of our Lord and Sa- 
viour. The ordinance was admin- 
istered by Mr. Temple, and the 
Rev. Mr. Wilson of the London 
Missionary Society; and between for- 
ty and fifty persons, most of whom 
have been our constant hearers, u- 
nited with us in celebrating the love 


and death of ourcommon Lord. Of|| ligious and charitable 


these persons, one was of the Rom. 
ish communion, one of the Greek, 
and the rest of the Episcopal, Pres- 
byterian, Independent, Baptist, and 
Methodist connexions. About fif 
teen persons sat down to the Lord’s 
table on this occasion for the firs! 
time in their lives: having, as they 
trust, been translated from the king- 
dom of darkness into the kingdom 
of God’s dear Son, within the last 
eighteen months. It was truly a 
feast of love. Many of the specta- 


tors, as well as the communicants, 
were melted to tears. With the for- 
mer, we trust, there “were great 
searchings of heart.” And, while 
with the latter we never expect 
again in this world to drink of the 
vine, we hope to drink it new with 
them in our Father's kingdom, and 
to sit with them in heavenly placee 
for ever. 


From the New-York Observer. 
LONDON MAY MEETINGS. 
From our London magazines for 











June, we have prepared the fellow- 
ing brief notices of the principal re- 
societies, 
which hold their anniversary meet- 
ings in London in the month of 
May. 

Trish Society of London. 

The object of this society is te 
instruct the native Irish through the 
medium of their own language. It 
has been in existence only two years, 
and already very beneficial effects 
have been produced by its agency 
among more than é¢wo millions of 
the native Irish, who speak no other 
language, and will learn no other.— 











“ The education which this society 
offers,” says the Evangelical Maga- 
zine, “ and the Scriptures in the na- 
tive language which it distributes, 
are the only means of improvement 
presented to that mass of the Irish 
population, whose insubordination 


and impiety are in exact proportion | 


te their ignorance. 


Wesleyan Missionary Society. 

The annual meeting was ‘held on 
Monday, May 30, Joseph Butter- 
worth, Esq. M. P. in the chair.— 
This society now eccupies more 
than 120 stations, on which 167 mis- 
sionaries are employed, besides sub- 
ordinate agents; and, it is estimat- 
ed, that more than 31,000 persons 
are now in religious communion 
with them. The income of the so- 
ciety for the past year exceeds that 
of the year preceding by more than 
$18.000, and calculating upon the 
increasing interest taken by the reli- 
gious public’ in the cause of mis- 
sions, the directors have in contem- 
plation a great enlargement of their 
operations in various parts of the 


world. 


Church Missionary Society. 

The twenty-fourth annual meeting 
was held on Thursday, May the 4th. 
The Rt. Hon, Lord Gambier took 
the chair. A series of appropriate 
resolutions were then proposed, and 
unanimously adopted. The first, 
after noticing with thanks the increa- 
sing income of the society, and the 
gradual extension of its operations 
and those of kindred institutions, 
laments “a growing manifestation in 
various ways, of a spirit hostile to 
those benevolent exertions; and they 
recognise in these “signs of the 
times,” an accumulating weight of 
ebligation on all Christians, both to 
cultivate a right spirit in theirlabours, 
and to pray for the more abundant in- 
fiuence of the Holy Spirit, in order 
to the more rapid success of that 
great cause, which it is the object 
of the society tu advance.” 


LONDON MAY MEETINGS. 
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British and Forcign Bible Society. 

The twentieth annual meeting was 
held in Freemason’s Hall, on Wed- 
nesday, May the 5th. Lord Teign- 
mouth took the chair. From the 
report it appears, that during the 
last year there have been issued 
from the depository 123,197 Bibles 
167,298 Testaments, making with 
those issued in former years an ag- 
gregate of 3,442,332 copies of the 
Scriptures dispersed by the society 
in the British dominions since its 
formation. The report also stated 
that about 800,000 copies had been 
circulated by the society on the con- 
tinent of Europe, making a grand 
total of more than 4,200,000 copies 
circulated in twenty years through 
the agency of the society. 


Prayer-Book and Homily Society. «© 
The twelfth annual meeting was + 
held on Wednesday and Thursday, § 
May 5th and 6th. From the re- 
port it appeared that the society had 
issued during the past year 9,245 
Prayer-books, Psalters aud Homi- 
lies, bound in volumes, and 104,705 
Homilies as Tracts; and several in- 
teresting accounts were given in tes- 

timony of their usefulness. ° 


London Jews’ Society. 

The sixteenth annual meeting 
was held on Friday the 7th of May, 
at noon. From the report it ap- 
pears that there are at present in the 
society’s schools for the education 
of Jewish children, 33 boys and 46 
girls, and there have been issued 
from the depository during the past 
year 9,559 copies of the Scriptures 
in whole or in part, and more than 
230,000 tracts. In the Missionary 
Seminary belonging to the society, |, 
there are at present seven students; 
and the whole number of christian 
labourers at present employed un- 
der the direction of the society, of 
connected with it, is eighteen. 


London Hibernian Society. 
Saturday, May 8, a numerous 
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Freemason’s Hall. The Report di- 
vided the schools into three classes: 
1. Day schools distributed through 
the provinces of Ireland in the fol- 
lowing proportions: 





Schools, Scholars. 

Ulster, 326 $1,702 
Leinster, 31 2,665 
Connaught, 204 18,271 
Munster, 92 8,749 
Total, 653 61,387 


Of these, 188 are in connexion 
with noblemen and gentlemen resi- 
dent in the country, 274 under cler- 
gymen of the Established Church, 
10 under Dissenting ministers, 26 
under Roman Catholic priests, and 
574 without the benefit of local su- 
perintendence. The increase of 
these schools, during the last year, 
is 101, and 9,548 scholars. ily. 


_Of Sunday Schools 238, scholars 


17,145. 3dly. Adult schools . 
scholars 10,117. The Scripture 
Readers employed by the Society, 
have increased from 22 to 60, and 
the number of copies issued from 
the Depository in the course of the 
year, amounts to 2,005 English Bi- 
bles, 12,297 English and 2,000 Irish 
Testaments, presenting an increase 
of 890 Bibles and 2.368 Testaments. 
upon the distribution of last year; 
and a grand total of 108,992 copies 
since the commencement of the In- 
stitution. 


British and Foreign School Society. 

The nineteenth anniversary was 
held on Monday, May 10th. The 
report stated that the society had 
beep relieved from a large portion 
of its heavy debt, which since 1822 
had been reduced from $7,691 to 
£3,000. The report then went on 
to state, that since the establishment 
of the Central Schools, education 
had been afforded to 15,057 boys, 
and 7,623 girls. Two Greek youths, 
placed under the care of the socie- 
iy, had learned to read and write 
correctly, as well as to converse in 
the English language. Three Mad- 
agascar lads, educated by the Soci- 
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ety, had been removed to Manches- 
ter, to be instructed in their intend- 
ed occupations. During the last 
year, twenty-two persons had learn- 
ed the system, with a view to prac- 
lise it as schoolmasters, and four 
missionaries: 15 schools had been 
permanently supphied, and 16 others 
received temporary assistance: 14 
new schools had been tormed, and 
the whole number of their schools 
was reckoned at 400. The Report 
then adverted to the progress of ed- 
ucation in Ireland, which was very 
encouraging ; but in France and 
Spain, just the contrary, as might be 
expected: but the Central Schools in 
Madrid continue to flourish under 
the patronage of the Duke del In- 
fantadeos. In the Netherlands, Den- 
mark, Sweden, Russia, the Ionian 
Isles, and in India the cau:<c was ad- 
vancing with success in different de- 
grees. The report then adverted 
to North and South America, and 
mentioned the establishment of 
schools on this system in Lima, Pe- 
ru, Colombia, Buenos Ayres, and 
Chili. 

Port-of-London Seamen’s Society. 


Monday, May 10, a very nume- 
rous and highly respectable meet- 
ing of this society was held at the 
City of London Tavern, Right Hon. 
Lord Gambier in the chair, The 
report contained many interesting 
details of the good effects produced 
upon seamen by the Floating Chapel 
in the river Thames—by the distri- 
bution of religious books and Tracts 
among sailors—and by others adopt- 
ed by the society. 


Sunday School Union, 

The annual meeting was held at 
the City of London Tavern, on Tues- 
day morning, May 11, J. Butter- 
worth, Esq. M. P. inthe chair. The 
report was read by Mr. W. F. 
Lloyd, one of the Secretaries, and 
contained pleasing accounts of the 
increase of Sunday Schools and re- 
ligious instruction in foreign parts 




























and at home. The following are 
the-totals reported to the Sunday 
School Union in Great Britain and 
Jreland: 7537 schools, 74,614 teach- 
ers, and 812,305 scholars. 


Naval and Military Bible Society. 

The forty-fourth annual meeting 
of this society was held on Tuesday, 
May 11, at noon, the Earl of Roden 
in the chair. The number of Bi- 
bles and Testaments issued during 
the year was stated at upwards of 
4,200 copies. 

Irish Evangelical Society. 

The tenth anniversary of this so- 
ciety was held on Tuesday, May 11. 
From the report it appears that the 
theological academy in Dublin con- 
tinues to prosper. The labours of 
the native teachers in the vernacu- 
lar tongue, warrant the happiest 
anticipations of success. New sta- 
tions have been established, and ad- 
ditional labourers introduced during 
the past year. The committee ap- 
pear to have numerous applications 
to extend their labours to various 
parts of the country which are yet 
unsupplied with the word of life, 
with which they are unable to com- 
ply for want of more ample funds. 

London Missionary Society. 

The thirtieth annual meeting was 
held on Thursday morning, the 13th 
of May. The report communicated 
the gratifying information that the 
income of the Society for the last 
year exceeded that of the preceding 
year, in the sum of £2,736, while 
the disbursements were less than 
the preceding year by £182. It was 
further stated, that during the past 
year, no fewer than 47 auxiliary so- 
cieties and associations had been 
formed in various parts of the king- 
dom, warranting the expectation of 


a still increased income during the || 


year ensuing. The presence of Dr. 
Morrison from China, and the af- 
fecting events which have recently 
occurred at Demerara, gave an un- 
usual interest to the proceedings at 
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this anniversary. Among the reso~ 
lutions passed on the occasion, were 
the following: 

That the Meeting contemplates, with 
sacred delight, the completion of a trans- 
lation of the Holy Scriptures into the 
Chinese language, by the Divine Bless- 
ing on the unwearied labours of the es- 
teemed Missionary of this Society, the 
Rev. Dr. Morrison, assisted by the late 
lamented Dr. Milne, and the preparation 
thus made for the Evangelization of that 
vast Empire, and other populous coun- 
trics in which the same language is read; 
that the Meeting considers this impor- 
tant event a most powerful call upon the 
Christian World, generally, and upon 
the London Missionary Society, under 
whose auspices it has occurred, most 
particularly, to promote, by every prac- 
ticable method, the diffusion of the Di- 
vine Treasure now provided, and the 
accomplishment of the general purpose 
of the Mission long established for that 
extensive and interesting country, and 
the adjoining nations employing the 
Chinese language. 

That, while this meeting feels grate- 
ful satisfaction in reference to the gene- 
ral state of the Society’s affairs, it cannot 
but express its unfeigned sorrow at the 
affecting events which have recently ta- 
ken place in the colony of Demerara; 
its deep regret that intolerance and per- 
secution should have been so awfully 
manifested; its solemn conviction, that, 
notwithstanding all the efforts of calum- 
ny and injustice, the legal and moral in- 
nocence of their esteemed Missionary, 
the late Rev. John Smith, has been esta: 
blished, on the ground of unequivocal 
evidence; its affectionate wieniiie with 
his widowed relict and mourning 
friends—relieved by the consolatory ree 


Spirit of Glory and of God rested upon 
him in the scenes of arduous and faithful 
exertion, in the hour of trial, and in the 
prospect of immortality; and, above all, 
the Society cannot but express its hope, 
that, from the justice and liberality of 
the British Legislature, a reversal of the 
| fatal sentence may be obtained; and its 
| cheering persuasion, that, in the results 





| already secured, these disastrous events 
have fallen out rather unto the further- 
ance of the Gospel. 
African Institution. 
The eighteenth anniversary was 
held om Friday, the 14th of May. 





membrance, that, while the honour of a as 
Martyr’s name invests his memory, the 
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Among the resolutions was the fol- 
lowing: 

That this meeting have heard with 
peculiar satisfaction, that the two great- 
est maritime nations in the world, Great 
Britain and the United States of Ameri- 
ca, have, at length, united in atlixing the 
merited brand and punishment of Pira- 
cy to the Slave Trade: and they trust 
that this high and influential example 
will be the speedy and universal extinc- 
tion of that nefarious traffic. 

Continental Society. 

The sixth anniversary was held 
on Wednesday, the 18th, Sir Tho- 
mas Baring, Bart, M. P President 
of the Society, in the chair. 

“The object of this Society,” 
says the Missionary Register, “ is 
the diffusion of religious knowledge 
on the continent of Europe. Infi- 
delity, in various forms and under 
different names, has deeply infected 
the Continental churches and na- 
tions. Bible Societies have happily 
been the means, both of bringing 
together those sincere Christians 
who mourned over the spiritual de- 
solations of their respective coun- 
tries, and also, by their means, of 
stemming the overwhelming torrent 
of error and impiety. 


FEMALE EDUCATION SOCIETY OF ALEXANDRIA, 


‘cumstances, 
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ture, the Continental Society has a 
wide and promising field opening to 
its labours; the cultivation, however, 
of which, confessedly requires the 
exercise of great circumspection.— 
The interference of foreigners in the 
religious state of a professed chris- 
tian country, must at all times have 
a tendency to excite jealousy; and 
to expose, of course, their agents 
and representatives to ill-will and 
opposition: the Society pursues, 
therefore, the wise course of em- 
ploying none but native Ministers; 
wherever these are found, of any of 
the Continental Communions, able 
and willing to assist in the diffusion 
of Scriptural light in their own im- 
mediate neighbourhoods, by preach- 
ing and by the distribution of the 
Scriptures and Tracts, they are as- 
sisted in this work by the Society, so 
far as its funds will allow. There 
are twenty ordained Ministers of 


‘this description, who are thus pro- 


moting the objects of the Society, at 
various stipends, according to cir- 
from 1200 to 2000 
francs, that is, from 250 to 400 dol- 


os lars per annum. 
In this junc- |) 
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EDUCATION SOCIETY. 

The following contributions to the 
Education Society, were received at 
the late semi-annual meeting in A- 
lexandria; but accidentally omitted 
in our last. 


By Rev. Mr. Henshaw, from First Protes- 
tant Episcopal Sewing Society of Bal- 
timore, auxiliary to the Ed. So., in ad- 
dition to $50 paid in Oct. last, $75 

By the Rev. Mr. Henshaw, from a 


gentleman in Bedford, N. Y. 5 
From Rev. J. P. Bausman of Browns- 

ville, Pa.—life subscription, 50 
From Wm, Woodward—annual do. 1 
Donation, 1 
From Rev. George Lemmon, Hagers- 

town, Md, 10 


Vou. 6....No. 1.—F 








THE FEMALE EDUCATION SOCIETY OF 
ALEXANDRIA. 
Easter-Monday, April 19th, 1824. 
Agreeably to the resolution an- 
nounced from the pulpit of Christ and 
St. Paul’s Churches, Georgetown, 
by the respective Ministers of each 
Church;—a number of Ladies as- 
sembled at Christ Church, for the 
purpose of forming a Society, Auxil- 
iary to “the Theological Education 
Society” of Maryland and Virginia; 
When, Mrs. Potts being appoint- 
ed Moderator and Mrs. Dr. Cocke 
Secretary pro tempore, it was, 
Resolved, That the Ladies assembled 


should proceed to elect by ballet off 
cers for the emsuing year. 
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Miss Catharine M. Deneale, was 
solicited to count the votes, and re- 
ported that she had according to 
request performed the duty assign- 
ed to her. 

The following Constitution was 
read and adopted. 

Whereas it is the duty of all, and 
especially of Christians, to be doing 
good in their day aud generation; and 
whereas, amongst the many objects 
that claim the exercise of Christian 
benevolence, there appears to be 
none more important than the edu- 
cation of young men for the Minis- 
try of the Church; and whereas, 
it appears that many are desirous of 
preparing themselves for the sacred 
office, but have not the means of so 
doing; we, the subscribers, inorder to 
aid them in attending an object so 
desirable, do form ourselves into a 
Society, to be denominated “the Fe- 
male Education Society of Alexan- 
dria, auxiliary to ‘the Society for 
the Education of pious young Men 
for the Ministry of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church,” and do adopt 
the following Constitution : 

Article I. A Committee of thirty per- 
sons, half of whom shall be from the Con- 
gregation of Christ Church, and the 
other half from the Congregation of St. 
Paul’s Church, shall be appointed by 
ballot at the meeting of the subscribers, 

Art. IT. The said Committee shall then 
proceed to elect from the body, a Secre- 
tary and Treasurer, and, if they deem it 
expedient, a Directress or a President 
and Vice President, 

Art, 111. tt shall be the duty of the 
Committee to divide the Town equally 
amongst themselves, and to collect dona- 
tions and subscriptions from the friends 
of the Church, and to manage generally 
the affuirs of the Society. The Secretary 
shall keep a regular account of the pro- 
ceedings of the Society, and give notice 
of the time and place of meetings to the 
Society. The Treasurer shall keep a 
regular account of the receipts of all 
money, and shall exhibit her account at 
every meeting of the Society and of the 
Committee. Every six months or oftener 
if required by the Committee, the funds 
sho) o« paid over into the hands of the 
Treasurer of the parent Society. 
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Art. IV. The subscriptions shall be 
due on the next Whitsun-Monday, and 
on that day, annually afterwards. A 
meeting of the Society shall be holden 
on every Whitsun-Monday, alternate'y 
at Christ Church and at St. Paul’s Church, 

Art. V. Every person subscribing, on 
paying the sum of fifty cents, shall be a 
member of this Society, and those pay- 
ing the sum of twenty do lars or upwards, 
shall be members for life. 

Art. VI. Every Subscriber shall be 
permitted, on giving notice previously 
to the commencement of the next year, 
to discontinue her subscription. 


ORDINATIONS. 

On Tuesday, 3d August, in the 
Episcopal Church at Petersburg, 
Mr. John Cook and Mr, Lucius 
Carter were admitted to the order 
-f Deacons, by the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Moore, of Virginia. Divine service 
was performed by the Rev. W. H. 
Wilmer, of Alexandria, and a charge 
delivered by the Bishop. The Rev. 
Andrew Syme, Rector of the church, 
presented the candidates, Upon 
this occasion, a collection of $61.71 
was made for the Education Socie- 
ty. In the afternoon, in pursuance 
of notice, a highly respectable as- 
semblage of ladies met in the 
Church, and formed a society, auxil- 
iary to the Education Society, which 
will augment the funds of the socie- 
ty about fifty dollars annually. 

Weare happy to find an increas- 
ing regard to the interests of this So- 
ciety, among the friends of the 
Church. Several valuable additions 
have lately been made to the libra- 
ry by the liberality of private indi- 
viduals. Among the rest, we are 
requested to acknowledge the libe- 
val donation of thirty-eight volumes 
from Mr. George Washington Har- 
rison, of Petersburg, son of the late 
Rev. Mr. Harrison, of that place, 
and about the same number from 
Wm. H. Fitzhugh, Esq. of Ravens- 
worth. 


At an ordination held in Trinity 
church, New York, by the Rt. Rev. 
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Bishop Croes, of New Jersey, (act- 
ing for the absent Bishop of the dio 
cess of New York,) on Friday, the 
4th June, 1824, the Rev. Burton H. 
Hickox, minister of St. John’s 
church, Canandaigua, was admitted 
to the holy order of Priests. Morn- 
inz prayer was conducted by the 
Rev. George Upfod, rector of St. 
Luke’s church, New York; the can- 
didate presented by the Rev. Wm. 
A. Clark, rector of All Saint’s 
church, New York; and an appro- 
priate address delivered by the Rev. 
Henry U. Onderdonk, M. J. rec- 
tor of St. Ann’s church, Brooklyn, 
King’s county, New York. 


On Wednesday, the 7th July, in 
St. Peter’s Church, Baltimore, Mr 
H. N. Gray was admitted by the 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Kemp, to the holy 
order of Deacons, and an appropri- 
ate sermon was preached by the 
Rev. Mr, Henshaw.—{ PAil. Rec. 


MARYLAND CONVENTION, 
Baltimore, June 16th, 1824. 

This being the day appointed for 
the meeting of the Annual Conven- 
tion of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of Maryland, the Rt. Rev. 
James Kemp, D. D. Bishop of the 
Diocess, and a number of Clergy- 
men and Laymen., assembled in St. 
Paul’s Church at 11 o’clock. 

Divine Service was conducted by 
the Rev. Timothy Clowes, L. L. 
D. and a Sermon preached by the 
Rev. George Weller. 

The Lord’s Supper was then ad- 
ministered by the Bishop. 

Upon the Bishop’s taking the 
chair, the list of the Clergy of the 
Diocess was called over by the Se- 
cretary of the last Convention.— 
There were present the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop, and thirty-six of the Clergy 
of the Diocess, and also a very full 
lay delegation from the different pa- 
rishes. 

The Rev. Dr. Wyatt was elected 
Secretary. 











From the Bishop’s address, we 
extract the following: 

* These are the Episcopal servi- 
ces, which, with the blessing of Al- 
mighty God, I have been enabled 
this year to perform; in amount they 
stand thus: I have consecrated 3 
Churches, I have visited 24, I have 
confirmed 499 persons, I have or- 
dained 6 Priests, enrolled 4 candi- 
dates for Holy Orders, and licensed 
2 Lay-readers. 

*“ There are in this Diocess, at 
present, six candidates for Holy Or- 
ders. 

“ The Rev. Ravaud Kearney, 
from the Diocess of New York, has 
been duly elected Rector of Wil- 
liam and Mary and St. Andrew's 
Parishes, in St. Mary’s county, and 
has taken charge of the same 

“ Ihe Rev. T. Horrell, removed 
from the Diocess, is succeeded in 
St. James’s Parish, Anne Arundel, 
by the Rev. T Jackson, from Penn, 

“ The following changes have ta- 
ken place among the Clergy, during 


last year: The Rev. Mr. Schroeder 


has resigned his charge of St. Mi- 
chael’s, in Talbot county, and mov- 
ed to the city of New York. He 
has been succeeded by the Rev. 
Mr. Hotchkiss. The Rev. Dr. 
Clowes, from the Diocess of New 
York, has been appointed President 
0 Washington College, in Kent 
County, and has also taken the 
charge of St. Paul’s Parish, in the 
same county. The Rev, Mr, Ais- 
quith resigned St. Paul’s Parish, in 
Queen Ann’s county, aud has been 
succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Glover, 
from the Diocess of Connecticut. 
The Rev. Mr. McCormick has giv- 
en up his charge of Christ Church, 
in the City of Washington, which 
has been undertaken by the Rev. 
Ethan Allen, formerly of St. John’s 
Parish, Prince George’s county.— 
The Rev. Mr. Somers has resigned 
Trinity Parish, Upper Marlbo- 
rough—and the Rev. Mr. Stratton, 


| formerly of Coventry Parish, So- 
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merset county, has undertaken the 
charge of All Hallows and Worces- 
ter Parishes, in Worcester county, 

“* In addition to these changes a- 
mong the Parochial Clergy, the Rev. 
Dr. Barry has, during last year, re- 
turned to New York.” 

The committee on Parochial re- 
ports presented the following report, 
which was read and accepted: 

The committee to whom the Pa- 
rochial reports of the Clergy were 
referred, respectfully report to the 
Convention, 

That out of sixty-four Parishes, 
named on the Journal of the last 
Convention, Parochial reports have 
been made from only thirty-eight. 

The names of those Parishes from 
which no Parochial reports have 
been received, are— 

Grace Church Parish . 

St. Thomas’ Parish { Baltimore Co. 
All Faith Parish, St. Mary’s county. 
Stepney Parish 
Somerset Parish 
St. Martin’s, Worcester county. 
All Hallows 
Christ Church 
Zion 

Trinity 
Addison Chapel 

Durham Parish, Charles county, 

St, John’s, Georgetown, D. C. 

St. Peter’s, Talbot county. 

St. | aul’s, Sharpsburg, Frederick Co. 
Emanuel Parish, Alleghany county. 


St. George’s 
Havre de Grace ¢ Harford county, 


St. Augustine 
St. Mary Ann’s 
St. John’s 

St. Luke’s 
Christ Church 
St Mary’s, White Chapel, Caroline Co. 
Dorchester, Dorchester ‘county. 

Many of these Parishes, the Com- 
mittee have reason to believe, are 
without Ministers, and therefore no 
Parochial report could be expected 
from them. 

In relation to the Parochial re- 
ports now presented to the Conven- 
tion, the committee have to state, 
that they, for the most part, contain 
merely a statement of the number 


¢ Somerset county. 


g Anne Arundel county. 


Prince George’s Co, 


é Cecil county, 


Rancen Ann’s county. 
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of baptisms, marriages and burials 
in the respective Parishes. It ap- 
pears to the committee that the ex- 
pressed object of the 45th canon of 
the general Conven ion, as well as 
the setter of the canon, requires 
more than this. “A full and accu- 
rate view of the state of the Church”’ 
being “highly useful and necessary,” 
cannot be communicated without a 
particular statement of the number 
of catechumens, the number of pu- 
pils in the Sunday schools, or Bible 
classes, how often, and on what 
days, public worship is celebrated 
in the Churches, the number of ser- 
vices on the Lord’s day, whether the 
congregations are attentive to their 
part of the service, in the celebra- 
tion of public worship, whether chil- 
dren are brought to Church for bap- 
lism, and whether they are prepared 
by parents and sponsors for being 
publicly catechised and examined 
by the Minister, whether a spirit of 
piety or profanity, of knowledge or 
ignorance, of zeal or carelessness, 
prevailed in the Parish. These 
subjects, and the number might be 
enlarged, would very properly enter 
into the Parochial reports of the 
Minister of a Parish. 

The committee feel it to be their 
duty to state, that from the Parochial 
reports as presented, they do not 
find that any one Clergyman has 
performed the duty imposed upon 
him by the 31st canon of the Church 
in this Diocess. 

The committee conclude by ob- 
serving, that they have abridged a 
few of the Parochial reports, in those 
parts of them, which in their estima- 
tion, did not serve to throw light on 
the state of the Church, as required 
by the 45th canon of the General 
Convention; and they recommend, 
that in the following abridged form, 
they be inserted in the Journal: 

St. Paul’s Parish, Baltimore.— 
Churches—St. Paul’s and Christ 
Churches. The Rt. Rev. James 
Kemp, D. D. Rector, and the Rev. 
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Wm. E. Wyatt, D. D. Associate 
Minister. 

Marriages - - - + + + - 32, 

Baptisms - - - - - - - 97. 

Punerals - - - - - - - 139, 

Communicants - - - - - 350. 

Aithough the amount of commu- 
nicants has not increased, there has 
been a considerable number of new 
ones enro'led during the year, but 
aS many, or nearly as many have 
died. 

There are prayers every week— 
on Wednesdays in St. Paul’s, and 
on Fridays in Christ Church. Dur- 
ing Lent, lectures are delivered on 
Wednesdays, and sometimes at 
other seasons. A series of discour- 
ses on the Articles have been given 
the last two Winters, and prepara- 
tory to the anniversary of our Lord’s 
birth, two lectures were held, dur- 
ing the Friday evenings, on the pro- 
gress and final development of the 
plan of grace. 

The children of the members of 
the Church, are catechised on Wed- 
nesdays and Fridays during Lent, 
and also during the month of Octo- 
ber. At the same time, the cate- 
chism is explained in easy and fami- 
liar discourses, adapted to the capa- 
city of children. 

The Female Sunday School at- 
tached to St. Paul’s, is managed with 
great judgment, and the effect is of 
the most gratifying character. The 
male school has suffered considera- 
ble fluctuations, but it has lately un- 
dergone a new modification, which 
will raise it to great usefulness. 

The schools attached to Christ 
Church, proceed very much in the 
usual manner. 

There is under the direction, and 
supported by the members of these 
congregations, a female charity 
school, where about twenty chil- 
dren are maintained, clothed and ed- 
ucated. These children are admit- 
ted at eight years of age, and they 
continue in the institution until they 
are fit to be bound out. Eligible sit- 
uations are provided for them, so as 











to prepare them to be valuable and 
happy members of society. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 
=== 
CONSECRATION, 

On Monday afternoon last, St. 
Matthew’s Church, Francisville, 
was cledicated to the service of Al- 
mighty God, by the Rt. Rev. Wm. 
White, D. D. Bishop of this Dio- 
cess. The sentence of consecra- 
tion was read by the Rev. Mr. Ives; 
prayers by Rev. J Abercrombie, 
D. D. and Rev. B. Allen; sermon 
by Rev. G. T. Bedell. 

This Church is the result of the 
blessing of God on the labours of 
females. An association of them 
was formed some time ago, with a 
view to support a missionary in a 
destitute part of the suburbs. The 
erection of a Church was thought 
of, but was looked upon as very re- 
mote—now, however, the Church is 
complete, and affords to a nume- 
rous body of persons an opportuni- 
ty to worship God on every return 
of his holy day.—[ PAil. Recorder. 

St. Thomas Church —On Tues- 
day afternoon, the 27th ult. the cor- 
ner stone of this new Episcopal 
Church was laid, with the customa- 
ry ceremonies, at the corner of 
Houston street and Broadway, New 
York. On this occasion, a nume- 
rous procession was formed, includ- 
ing many of the most respectable 
citizens, almost all the Episcopal 
clergy of the city, the professors, 
trustees, and students of the Theo- 
logical Seminary, and Bps. White, 
Kemp, Croes, and Brownell. An 
appropriate address was delivered 
by Bishop White, who laid the cor- 
ner stone, which was followed by an 
eloquent and impressive discourse, 
from the Rev. Mr. Duffie, the rector 
of the Church.—f{ J. 

The corner stone ofa new Church, 
to be denominated St. Mary’s 
Church, was laid in the village of 
Manhattanville, in the ninth ward of 
this city, on Tuesday, June 15th.— 
In the absence of the Rector, the 
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Rev. Win. Richmond, the solemni- 
ties were performed, and an appro- 

riaie address delivered by the Rev. 
Benj. T. Onderdonk, an assistant 
minister of Trinity Church, New 
York; in the presence of the war- 
dens and vestry of St. Mary’s, a num- 
ber of the clergy, and a respectable 
congregation. 

Institution and Confirmation.— 
On Thursday, May 27th, 1824, the 
Rev. Richard D. Hall was institut- 
ed Rector of St. Peter’s Church, 
Berkeley, in Gloucester county, N. 
J., by the Rt. Rev. Bp. Croes; and 

On Tuesday, June Ist, the Bishop 
held a confirmation in St. Mary’s 
Church, city of Burlington; on which 
occasion 11 persons were admited 
to the privileges of that holy rite. 


a 


Obituary. 


DIED, on Friday the 6th inst., in 
Richmond, Va. Mrs. Moors, con- 
sort of the Rt. Rev. Bishop Moore. 
We hope in our next to give an ex- 
tract from the sermon delivered on 
the occasion of her decease, by the 
Rev. Dr. Wilmer. 


Departed this life on the 30th of 
September last, at the residence of 
his Father in the Borough of Wil- 
mington, AnprEw Rumsey, late of 
the State of Missouri. 

It pleased the Almighty disposer 
of events in his infinite wisdom to 
aillict him with a disease, which af- 
ter more than a year of suffering 
terminated his mortal existence.— 
God had purposes of mercy in thus 
afflicting hirn. At the commence- 
ment of his sickness, it appeared by 
his letters (for at this time he was 
separated from his friends by more 
than a thousand miles) that his mind 
was exercised on the all-important 
subject of his soul’s salvation. It 
was much regretted by his friends, 
as also by himself, that at so critical 
a period, his situation in a newly set- 
tled country, should almost deprive 








AUGUST, 


' him of the public means of grace. 
God however, in a measure compen- 
| Sated this necessary privation, by 
stirring him up to a diligent use of 
/the private means. Thus in an 
early stage of his complaint, he was 
much engaged in prayer, reading, 
and devout meditation. His mother 
seemed to have anticipated the ex- 
igency, by putting into his trunk, on 
his leaving home, a little stock of 
books, consisting of a Bible, Prayer 
Book, and Thomas A Kempis.— 
These from his own account, were 
his constant companions, which it is 
believed he improved to his ever- 
lasting advantage. 

That a genuine work of grace had 
commenced in his heart was evident, 
from the deep sense he entertained 
of the enormity of sin, and his un- 
qualified acknowledgment of guilt. 
Instead of placing any dependence 
on the many amiable natural quali- 
ties he possessed, the constant lan- 
guage of his letters was—“I am a 
sinner, God be merciful to me a sin- 
ner.” Such expressions evince how 
scriptural his views were of the 
nature of that law, which requires 
purity of heart, as well as conformity 
of life. 

His desire to see his friends once 
more, increased by his anxious state 
of mind, became excessive. He de- 
layed a compliance with their earn- 
est solicitations, and his own wishes, 
in the feeble expectation that some 
favourable change in his health might 
better qualify him for the journey. 
Every week of delay but increased 
the difficulty he deplored. At last, 
by a desperate effort, he reached 
home on the 14th of June, after an 
absence of nearly four years. 

His friends beheld with gloomy 
forebodings the great change in his 
appearance. It was _ satisfactory, 
however, to see that the blessed 
work was deepening and strength- 
ening in his heart. He appeared, 
indeed, to labour under depression 
of mind, earnestly seeking some 
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comfortable evidence of his accept- 
ance, but lamenting that he had not 
found it. He beheld only a frown- 
ing God, without any consoling 
views of his mercy in Christ Jesus. 
The best advice was given that the 
experience of a number of religious 
friends could suggest. He testihed 
much pleasure at receiving from a 
dear friend “ Clarke on the Promi- 
ses,” and remarked, “that it was 
the very book he had been want- 
ing.” But no friendly promise, Hea- 
ven directed, brought consolation to 
his wounded spirit. 

Though unknown to him, others 
could see in these dealings of God, 
a gradual preparation of his soul for 
Heaven. Already he seemed to have 
acquired much of the temper requi- 
site for the enjoyment of its spiritu- 
al pleasures. There was in him, in 
an eminent degree, a quickness of 
conscience, which discerned sin at a 
glance, where many never would 
have suspected its existence. But 
the trait which most distinguished 
him, was child-like simplicity. The 
savour of this was diffused through 
his character, and gave a charm to 
all he did or said. His patience, 
under his great bodily and mental 
sufferings, was exemplary. He was 
remarkably exempt from that sel- 
fishness, either engendered or fos- 
tered by sickness. Through the 
whole of his long illness, he mani- 
fested the most lively concern for 
the welfare of others. 

It was extraordinary that a mind 
agonized as his was, could for a 
moment be diverted from its own 
grievances. ‘he eternal welfare 
of those around him was a sub- 
ject very near his heart. Of this 
he gave ample proof in his affec- 
tionate warning to them. These 
were all so many circumstances to 
encourage others to hope, however 
little they might influence himself. 

In the mean time, death was do- 
ing its work slowly, though certain- 
ly. His end was seen to be near, 








and his brothers sent for. The spi- 
ritual conflict increased as the crisis 


-approached. On the Tuesday night 


before his death, he requested to 
have some private conversation with 
a friend, who was sitting by his bed- 
side. He remarked, that his friends 
might think it strange that they were 
not permitted to be present; but 
said, with his accustomed tender- 
ness, that “he did not wish to dis- 
tress his poor mother.” In the 
course of conversation, he expressed 
the same apprehension he had so 
frequently done before, respecting 
his future state; at the same time 
declaring his determination of spend- 
ing his latest breath in prayer His 
confessions of guilt were the most 
touching. Bitterly did he lament 
the sinful thoughts which entered 
his mind. As they were about to 
pray, he said, “ pray that the dark- 
ened cloud may withdraw; that I 
may be shielded from temptation; 
that God would have mercy upon 
me, pardon my sins, and accept me 
in Jesus Christ.””. During prayer he 
seemed to be much engaged, and ut- 
tered ejaculations several times with 
great fervency. The next day his 
distress of mind was very great.— 
His mother gently reproved him 
for his want of confidence in her.— 
“ Yes, said he, you have heen a good 
mother to me, an‘! it is not right to 
conceal any thing from you. I am 
greatly distressed. I have had ma- 
hy warnings; and now sorrow is 
come, and how shall I bear it??— 
That night, particularly, his mind 
was wrought up to the highest pitch 
of agony, and, to use his own expres- 
sion, was “torn it pieces.” His 
dear father exhorted him much te 
“ wait patiently on the Lord.” He 
said to one who sat near him, in a 
most desponding tone, * not com- 
forted, not comforted.”’ 

On Thursday morning, after a 
restless night, he lay some time un- 
usually still, with only a slight mo- 
tion of the limbs; and apparently in- 
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sensible,-—taking no notice of any 
thing that was said to him. Reco- 
vering from this trance-like state, 
about 9 o’clock, he complained of 
pain, and received, aecording to his 
own direction, the offices of those 
around him. At length his father 
said to him, “Andrew—why did you 
not speak to us so long?” He re- 
plied, with an affecting look and 
voice, “I thought I was in the pow- 
er of an evil spirit—to torment me.” 
“My Dear Child, said his Father, 
there’s no evil spirit here.”” QO! no, 
“said he, with much emotion,” 
nothing but grace and mercy.” And 
then in a strain of praise, which 
from its fervency seemed to be de- 
rived from heaven itself, he broke 
out—The Lord is good—The Lord 
is gracious and kind—Bless the 
Lord—O, Blessed Spirit of God— 
deliverance is come—deliverance is 
come to me, the chief of sinners— 
the vilest of sinners—O Lamb of 
God who takest away the sins of 
the world—Glory, Glory, Glory to 
God! 

During this, his frame was great- 
ly agitated, and tear after tear rolled 
down his emaciated cheeks, though 
never before since his return home 
had he been known to shed a tear; 
a circumstance lamented by him- 
self, and which, accustomed as he 
was to “write bitter things against 
himself,” he attributed to the hard- 
ness ofhis heart. All seemed struck 
wis solemn awe, and were instinc- 
tively silent. After a pause, he was 
asked, “Do you find your Saviour 
suilicient to save to the uttermost?” 
“1 find him able and willing,” said 
he, “Do you find yourself comfort- 
ed’? “Comforted,” said he, (while 
a smile lighted up his countenance,) 
“QO! yes.” With what feelings of 
gratitude to God did we hail this. 
His mother then declared hersel! 
willing to give up her beloved child. 
None wished to detain the happy 
spirit. ‘he next moment we ex- 
pected would be his last; and his 
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father, under that impression, softly 
ejaculated, “Lord now lettest thou 
thy servant depart in peace, for 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” 
He ceased to speak; but his coun- 
tenance by its smiles told of the 
peace within, which passeth know- 
ledge. 

His ecstacy lasted about a quarter 
of an hour, and was succeeded by 
a calm and peaceful frame of mind, 
which never afterwards left him. 

It was remarkable, that previous- 
ly to the extraordinary circum- 
stances above related, his voice was 
but little above a whisper; while, at 
this time, it could be heard with ease 
in every part of the house. It may 
be remarked also, that, through the 
whole of his illness, the faculties of 
his mind remained unimpaired——that 
from the Saturday before his death 
he had taken no food, nor any thing 
else whatever except water; and 
never in a single instance was his 
understanding clouded by delirium. 

The next day, about one o’clock, 
without a sigh or a groan, he breath- 
ed away his soul into the arms of 
that Redeemer, whom he had so 
clearly professed to be his sole de- 
pendence for wisdom, righteous- 
ness, sanctification, and redemption. 
Was this the monster so much 
dreaded—Death? No, “twas life: 
for whosoever believeth in Jesus, 
though he were dead, yet shall he 
live. O! Death, where is thy sting! 
O! Grave, where is thy victory!— 
Thanks be to God, who giveth us 
the victory, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ! 
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We have received a “Review of the 
Rev. Professor Stuart’s discourse on the 
Atonement”; “Humanitas” on Duelling; 
“Lines addressed to an unfortunate 
young Lady; and “Thoughts on some 
most important subjects,” by the late 
Dr. Jarratt;—all which are under consi- 
deration. “A Story,” and “The Tri- 
umph of Humanity”, have also been re- 
ceived, and will be inserted in our next.. 
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